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Poet’s ingenuity 
draws large 
audience 


BRANDON JORRITSMA 
Junior Staff Writer 


 eagaees as one Canada’s lead- 
ing poets, Patrick Lane hon- 
oured attendees of the latest Canada 
Council Poetry Reading with his 
presence for roughly one hour on 
Thursday, March 2, 
time he read some of his writings to, 


during which 


and fielded questions from, an un- 
usually large audience that barely fit 
in Redeemer’s boardroom 

Lane was born in the mining town 
of Nelson, British Columbia, in 1939, 
and pursuing no formal education 
beyond high school, he began seri- 
ous work on his poetry in 1960, si- 
multaneously working at a variety 
of manual labour jobs and raising a 
family of his own 

In 1979 he received the Governor 
General's award for his first compi- 
lation, Poems: Selected and New. Over 
his long career he has published over 
20 books, comprised of poetry, short 
fiction, and autobiography, and he 
has continued to receive recognition 
for his quality writing. He is current- 
ly finishing work on his first novel, 
tentatively titled Limits 

The poetry reading began with 
1970s 


“Because I Never Learned” and “The 


two poems written in the 


Witnesses.” Both deal with memo 
ries regarding his father, though the 
memories are not exclusively his 
own. “Because I Never Learned” re 
counts an experience of Lane’s broth 
er who had to kill a wounded kitten 
at his father’s urging 

“The Witnesses” 


of Lane’s own experiences at rodeos 


is an amalgam 


Defining) Christian 
Music 
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and the legend of the McLeod Kid— 
his father’s moniker when he rode in 
rodeos before Lane was born. This 
poem is interesting for its skeptical 
attitude: The speaker seems to be un- 
sure of whether he can, by relying on 
others’ accounts of the past, convey 
the essence of his father’s story, or 
whether it is just the product of his 
own imagination failing to say any- 
thing of truth. 

“The War,” the next poem Lane 
read to his audience, comes from 
his newest book of original poetry 
called Go Leaving Strange. This poem 
recounts a day in 1975 spent with 
a reclusive German potter whom 
Lane knew. They swapped stories 
of growing up during World War II, 
with Lane in Canada and the potter 
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with neighbourhood 
cally morbid, while tht ; 
ory of his father any ncle grinding 
up the bodies of Jews and Gypsies 
for pig feed is more obviously horrif- 
ic. Like his other poetry, “The War” 
contains an awareness of human 
folly and evil, destroying the natural 
world and fellow humans alike. 

The style of “The War,” with its 
long flowing sentences and full 
pages of text, Which seem at first 
glance to be written in prose, served 
as a good transition to Lane’s next se- 
lection. It was not poetry but rather 
an excerpt from his memoir, There is a 
Season (internationally titled What the 
Stones Remember). 


NATALIE ARMSTRONG 


This part of his life story is taken 
from his childhood; in fact, it is his 
earliest memory. It is the memory of 
his father’s leaving for six years of 
service in the war in Europe, His fa- 
ther had been a boy during the last 
Great War, and as the books says, 
“all his life he had waited for anoth- 
er one.” 

His father seems to have had a 
tremendous influence on Lane's life, 
though it was his father’s absence, 
rather than his presence, that had 
lasting effect. Lane says he grew up 
without knowing his father. Surely 
six years—the time his father spent 
in Europe—isn’t the full duration of 
one’s childhood, but Lane says he 
never really knew his father even 
when he came back from the war. 


A greater tragedy occurred in 1968 
when his father was murdered. 

From an early age, Lane seems 
to have been aware of the ugliness 
of humanity. He watched from feet 
away as a man beat to death his six- 
year-old son, Lane’s friend. Years 
later he witnessed the rape of an ab- 
original woman in a parking lot late 
at night. 

Additionally, Lane himself admits 
to being a lifelong alcoholic and drug 
addict, having gone through a reha- 
bilitation process five years ago. And 
all his life, he has been amazed that 
the violence and darkness of human- 
ity are not talked about. 

Nobody wants to admit to the 
evil within. Lane, calling himself 
an “anguished witness,” believes 
that it is his duty to report what he 
has seen of humanity without mak- 
ing it more palatable or sanitary. He 
“talk[s] about it...not to brutalize the 
world...but just to say ‘this is what 
happens.’” 

Lane’s poetry and prose don't 
seem to express emotion; more so, 
they seem to provoke it through 
the vivid description of people and 
events. 

Though it is often very disturb- 
ing and usually cynical, Lane’s po- 
etry is reassuring to those who have 
suffered or witnessed great evil. 
Readers can know that there are 
others who see the fallenness of hu- 
manity and don’t just dismiss it as 
an anomaly in the general goodness 
of human nature. Lane can see that 
there is something innately wrong 
with humankind, something that 
leads them to exploit one another 
and the natural world. 

But he also has hope for the future. 
Speaking to us about the potential of 
our generation, he said, “The world 
my generation has left you is not in 
good shape at all. I hope you do bet- 


ter.” 


Spiritual Growth Seminars Provide Insights into the Spiritual Disciplines 


Topics ranging 
from meditation 
to worship are 
explored in these 
seminars 


CAROLINE BULK 
Senior Staff Writer 


“Read your Bible, pray every day, 
and you'll grow, grow, grow!” Most 
will recognize these words as part of 
a very popular Sunday school song 
It is true that scripture reading and 
prayer are central to one’s relation 
ship with Jesus Christ, but these are 
only two of many more spiritual dis 
ciplines, several of which have been 
already and will further be discussed 
in the Spiritual Growth Seminar 
Series led by Dr. Robb Powell. 

Powell felt led to set up the se 
ries because, over the years, he has 
seen an increasing hunger among, 
Redeemer students for spiritual re- 
ality. His doctoral research indicated 
that a significant percentage of stu- 


dents would be interested in pro- 
gramming that would help them 
grow spiritually if it were made 
available. Furthermore, when peo- 
ple are equipped to grow spiritual- 
ly, it has a spill-over effect into other 
areas of their lives, including the di- 
mensions of learning in a university 
context. 

Because spiritual growth is part 
of Redeemer’s mandate to equip 
the whole person, as the university 
chaplain, Powell feels that it is im- 
portant to put tools in the hands of 
people to make them able to grow 
spiritually. Having taught spiritual 
disciplines in one form or another 
over the years, he recognizes the im- 
portance of students having the op- 
portunity to learn about some of the 
things they can do to promote their 
spiritual growth. 
promoted 
by “mastering” the spiritual disci- 


Spiritual growth is 
plines. Powell explains that the term 
“spiritual disciplines” is a current 
way of describing things Christians 
have done for centuries to promote 
spiritual growth, They are practic- 
es, habits, and life patterns that en- 
able us to cooperate with God in His 
sanctifying work in our lives. The 
disciplines covered in the Spiritual 
Seminars include prayer, 
fasting, meditation, scripture, wor- 
ship, and serving. When we build 
these practices as positive habits 
into our lives, it frees us up to follow 


Growth 


Christ, increasing our productivity 
and effectiveness in the Kingdom. 

The goal of the Spiritual Growth 
Series, then, is building the spiritu- 
al disciplines into our lives. Powell 
aids participants to do this by pro- 
viding a biblical and theological 
under-girding for spiritual disci- 
plines, as well as 4 practical “how- 
to” component that enables students 
to actually begin to implement them. 
Powell helps students to work at an- 
swering the “Whats,” “whys,” and 
“hows” of the disciplines because, 
as he points out, “People forget what 
they hear, learm what they see, and 
understand what they do. The spir- 
itual disciplines are best learned by 
doing.” 

Because everyone 
grow spiritually, the goal of the se- 
ries is to help diminish the tension 


between where We are and where we 
should be, Powell wants to provide 


people with the knowledge, tools, 
and skills to eultivate their spiritual 


growth more effectively, The princi- 
ple of the old proverb “If you give a 
man a fish, you feed him for a day. If 


you teach him how to fish, you feed 


him for a lifetime” applies to master- 
ing the spiritual disciplines as one’s 


Own, 


The Spiritual Growth Seminars 
began with an Overview of the series 


on February © Powell introduced 


the spiritual disciplines, consider- 
ing Solomon's wisdom concerning 


has room to 


discipline, obstacles to discipline, 
and foundational truths concerning 
the spiritual disciplines. The impor- 
tance of discipline is summed up in 
Proverbs 1:7: “The fear of the LORD 
is the beginning of knowledge, but 
fools despise wisdom and disci- 
pline” (NIV); therefore, the spiritual 
disciplines cannot be ignored. 

The following seminars look at 
the individual disciplines more spe- 
cifically. On February 13, Powell fo- 
cused on the discipline of prayer. 
Time was spent discussing the prior- 


ity of prayer, the Lord’s Prayer, and 
the “ACTS” prayer (an acronym de- 
scribing the elements of adoration, 
confession, thanksgiving, and sup- 
plication in prayer); furthermore, the 
concept of “praying the scriptures” 
was introduced. 

While typical devotions often 
involve the reading of scripture 
followed by a prayer that is not nec- 
essarily focused on the biblical text 
just read, “praying the scriptures” 


SEE “SEMINAR,” PAGE 5 


Chaplain Dr. Robert Powell is an encouragement to students seeking 
spiritual growth. 
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Introducing the Student Senate Candidates of 2005-2006 


Hopes for 
improved 
Senate 
presen ted 
in student 


speeches 


BRIANNA HAMMER 
Senior Staff Writer 


ommunity 
Bee aes 


parency were the popular is 


service and 


Senate trans 


sues brought up by this year’s 


candidates in their election 
speeche but all are placing 
ident nterests first. Nine 
] Ving for hve 
\ la ecutive positions 
elechor taki place 
Wednesday and Thursday 
March & ay 
ntl 
for ft ron 
, ’ fion f , 
! ened alongside 
at } il VT itOns 
| If 
Secretary 
. 1 ( 
Katrina may be the only 


g for Student 


retary must communicate ac 
curately, orally and in writing, 
especially as he or she acts 
as a communicator between 
Senate and students 

Her goal is to ensure that 
the lines of communica 
tion are kept open; her plan 
of action to make this hap- 
pen includes making Senate's 
weekly meeting minutes avail 
able to students and keeping 
bulletin boards updated re- 
garding issues under discus- 
sion. Katrina hopes to further 
involve students in Senate ac 
tivities by making information 
readily available to students 

She is eager to serve as 
secretary and wants to help 
Senate accomplish its goals 
and objectives by keeping the 
group organized and efficient 


Activities Chair 


Peter Kranenbureg 
kKranenburg.peter@gmail.com 
Peter’s past experience in 


cludes organizing activities 


and assemblies at Hamilton 


District Christian High School 
and leading high school 


and 


to Mexico 


university mission trips 
This year he is 
working on the Activities 
Committee, under the leader- 
ship of Tom Deelstra. 

Above all else, Peter wants 


to put students first. He wants 
input from the student body 
in terms of planning new ac- 
tivities and receiving feedback 
about the activities 


take place 


Peter is also keen on continu- 


staple 


that every year 


ing a triendly rivalry with 


SASC and is excited to work 
with that particular group to 
launch events that combine an 
ictivity with spiritual service 
His goal is to make students 
more aware that Senate is in- 


volved in student life 


Spiritual and 
Services Chair (SASC) 


Robyn Hogan 
rhogan@redeemer.on.ca 


third-year stu 
dent and Residence Advisor, 


Robyn, a 


would love to serve and en 
courage the student body as 
SASC chair before she grad 
uates. She dedicates time to 
the A-Team, FROG orienta 
tion, and the Spiritual and 
Services Committee, in addi 
tion to having served outside 
of the Redeemer commu 
nity via Kidz Club and the 
Amsterdam mission trip, 

Robyn’s goal is to further 
the community of love and 
encouragement that exists at 
Redeemer, where we can share 
our faith and be a blessing to 
one another. Robyn believes 
in the potential Redeemer has 
to be “a city on a hill” one 
where we will be known as 
Christians by our love. 

Her passion to share that 
love has led her to offer he: 
time and gifts for this posi 
tion in the coming school year 
Robyn believes her abilities to 
organize and delegate will be 
beneficial for the role, as well 
as her personality as a “go 
getter” who puts her all into 
everything she does and in 
cites change 


Nikki Van Eyk 
nikkivaneyk@hotmail.com 


Nikki's 


volvement 


SASC in 


past 


current 
and leader 
ship roles in youth ministry 
extra-curricular activities, and 
her high school student coun 
cil, have lead her to run for the 
position of SASC chair for the 
2006-2007 academic year. 

also in 
volved in A-Team and serves 
as a Housing Advisor. Nikki 


This year she is 


Candidate for president, Craig Vanderveen, presents his 4-point plan for Senate. 


is passionate about seeing 
God work in people’s lives 
and communities, and she is 
excited about what the SASC 
team can and will accomplish 
in the future. 

Her goal is to encourage 
spiritual growth; she would 
also love to go out into the 
community to serve. To do so, 
she would like to see SASC 
partner with other groups in- 
side and outside of Redeemer, 
such as Help 2 Others (H20) 
and the Living Rock. Nikki 
would also like to continue the 
tradition of past SASC events, 
while making those events 
more exciting. 


Vice-President 


Jehan Watson 

rmadrid@gmail.com 
Jehan’s raise 

awareness as to what exactly 


goal is to 


Senate does and how the orga- 
nization can help the student 
body. He believes that Senate 
is the bridge between students 
and administration and that 
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Senate is how students make 
their voices heard: this is why 
he wishes to make the group 
more approachable and less 
of a “shadow organization” 
that runs in the background 
of Redeemer life. 

Jehan wishes to embody 
this approachability—he be- 
lieves his personable char- 
acter offers a level of comfort 
and approachability that is 
ideal in the relationship be- 
tween students and _ their 
vice-president. 

He hopes to offer support 
to the rest of Senate, while 
also holding the president 
accountable: he sees himself 
as “Pluto to the president's 
Mickey... the fries to the 
president's Big Mac... and 
the Watson to the president's 
Sherlock Holmes.” 


Amy Hughes 
rose_amy2000@hotmail.com 
Amy Redeemer’s 
Christian environment, com- 
munity, and academic integ- 
rity. As vice-president, she 
would like to support and 
work alongside her fellow 
Senate members to make 
Redeemer a 


enjoys 


place were 
students feel comfortable 
enough to speak up, and 
her mantra would be “lis- 
ten, listen, listen.” 

She hopes to be there 
and 
open to 
make 
enjoyable for the student 
body. More specifically, 
she wishes to improve the 


always 


sugges 
next year 


for students 
remain 
tions to 


current bus service and 
scheduling and act as an 
encourager who comes to 
the table with fresh ideas 
Amy believes her person 
able character is ideal for 
the position of vice-presi 
dent: she cares about peo 
ple, needs to be around 
people, and she is willing 


to serve 


Chris de Winter 
cdewint@redeemer.on.ca 

The Redeemer commu 
nity has had a huge impact 
on Chris’ life; he is eager 
and enthusiastic to recipro 
cate. This, he says, is why 
he is running for the posi 
tion of vice-president and 
willing to serve with the 
heart of Christ 

Chris’ goal is to give 
back to the student body 
they unknow 
him. He 


what have 
ingly 


believes Senate representa 


given to 


tives have the opportunity 
to impact the campus and 
the community and to live 
out Christ’s love by serving 
others, 

Chris says he’s making 
no lofty this 
election except to tireless- 
ly work for the student 
body and 
pray 
forum for students to raise 


promises in 


and to listen 


He sees Senate as a 


grievances, desires, ideas, 
and suggestions, and he 
wishes to be a good rep- 
resentative for those he 


serves, 


President 


Natalie Armstrong 
natalie.armstrong@gmail.com 


Natalie is a Student 
veteran, having served thé 
previous three years in the ca 
pacities of first-year senator 
general senator, and current 

‘ 


| 
Jat la 


ly as vice-president 


grown from her experience 
each year and has enjoyed get 
ting to know so many of thi 
students, faculty, and admit: 


istration 


In the coming year 
would love to be president 
to be the voice of the student 
and to represent them. Shi 
wishes to do all she can to 
cater to students and respond 


to their concerns in an ippro 
priate and stewardly manner 

Natalie 
Redeemer student body is just 


believes the 


scratching the surface of the 
role it can take on within the 
surrounding community. Shi 
strongly believes that students 
must carry themselves as rep 
resentatives of Redeemer and 


of the Redeemer, and she is 


enthusiastic about the stu 
dent body growing together 
in integrity and unity. She also 
desires to see a Senate that is 
united in their goals and 

sions. Natalie loves this schoo! 
that this 


has, but she strongly 


and the potential 
school 
encouraged students to sim 
ply vote, no matter who the 


vote would be for 


Craig Vanderveen 
cavanderveen@gmail.com 
Craig has experience 


in many different areas ot! 


Redeemer student life—Kidz 


Club, Tae Kwon Do, A-Team 
The Crown, and even janitori 
al work. He currently serves 
as the treasurer of Student 


senate and has grown in this 
leadership position. He now 
wants to take this growth and 
run with it, taking on further 
responsibility as the president 
ot Senate 

He has four specific goals 
for his presidency. First, he 
desires to make Senate more 
transparent and open to stu 
dents. To do this, he will pub 
lish Senate meeting minutes in 
The Crown and hold fewer in 
camera sessions so students 
will know what is going on 
Second, he wishes to make 
Senate 
rhis would include fixing up 


the current Senate office and 


more professional 


communi 
cation Third, 
Craig would like to expand 
and develop the role of first 
yeal that 
candidate will know what to 


again, improving 


with students 


Senators so each 
expect and can better grow 
within Senate itself, Last, but 
not least, he wants Senate to 
become an even stronger stu 
dent voice to administration 

Craig is eager to support 
the rest of Senate in this role 
and push each member to the 
maximum of his potential 
He would love to serve both 
Senate and the student body 
in the 2006-2007 academic 
year. 
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Who Says Redeemer Isn’t Missions-Oriented? 


Redeemer Students Volunteer Reading Break for Service 


SUBMITTED BY HEIDE GUSTAPSON 


) MAKE VA ) 


Redeemer students joined a prayer team in the Dam Square during their time in Amsterdam. One of two groups of Redeemer students aid relief workers in downtown New Orleans. 


Witnessing while experiencing the 
culture of Amsterdam 


AMY KOOPMANS 
Special to The Crown 


This past Reading Break, I went to Amsterdam with Miranda 
deRooy, Leanne Marissen, Nick Huls, Joe Groeneveld, Robyn 
Hogan, Phil Vandersluis, Chris deWinter, Heidi Gustafson, 
Brianna Hammer, Kristin Van Dyk, and Eileen Fallon. Before 
going on the trip, we spent a lot of time together planning, 
fundraising, and praying for the mission trip. Looking back, I 
am amazed by how faithful God is and what an impact He has 
made on my life and on the lives of others through this trip. 

We began the week by learning about the city and travel- 
ling around it to get a feel for the area we were in. After ar- 
riving in Amsterdam, | was initially amazed by the beautiful 
architecture, the cobblestone streets, and the winding canals. 
Nevertheless, we soon began to see that homelessness, drugs, 
the red light district, and the sex industry are also things that 
have shaped and defined this city. 

During the week spent in Amsterdam, Aleke Dekker, a 
woman who has ministered in the city for seven years, showed 
us around the city and taught us about the things she has 
learned while being a missionary in Amsterdam. She chal- 
lenged us to engage the city and to work in the middle of the 
struggles and sin that shapes it. We discussed what it means to 
love others unconditionally, no matter what their present situa- 
tion and lifestyle may be. 

While learning about these different aspects of the city, we 
had the opportunity to get involved in different ministries that 
have been set up in Amsterdam. During the week, we partici- 
pated in a prayer station in the centre square of the city, led a 
worship service for the homeless, played soccer with Muslim 
children, renovated a room at the ministry centre, and estab- 
lished relationships with people. 

One thing that really struck me during this week was see- 
ing how God worked so powerfully through us when we were 
weak and vulnerable. Even when we were very uncomfortable 
praying with strangers, sharing who God was with people, 
or talking to the homeless, God used us in these situations to 
share His love with people in the city of Amsterdam. During 
this week, I saw God work, in my life and in the lives of people 
around me, in a powerful and visible way. 


Making a difference: it's your core value. Are you 
someone who's an inspiring leader, an innovative 
thinker and who's involved in his or her community? 
Someone who wants to make the world a better place 
for all the right reasons? And someone who, through 
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I'S NOT ABOUT BEING DIFFERENT... IT’S ABOUT MAKING A DIFFERENCE. 


COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 


When we left for home, Dekker reminded us that, though we 
saw Amsterdam in all of its sinfulness, our cities are in reality 
no different. North American cities need the love of God just as 
much as Amsterdam does, and God asks us to use every oppor- 
tunity to share His love with others. At the end of the week, we 
discussed how seeing God at work in the city was an amazing 
inspiration and hope for us to continue on. 


Bringing Hurricane Katrina relief 
to New Orleans 


MARCEL VANDERWIER 
Senior Staff Writer 


February is Mardi Gras month. On Friday, February 17, twen- 
ty excited thrill-seekers and one muppet from Redeemer piled 
into a yellow school bus and readied themselves for a daylong 
trip down to New Orleans, Louisiana, for one of the most fa- 
mous carnival celebrations in the world. 

Six months after being nearly destroyed by one of the most 
destructive storms in American history, the city of New Orleans 
still deemed itself fit to host the annual Mardi Gras. Redeemer 
students and faculty chaperones were able to take in some of the 
crazy atmosphere on Sunday, touring the French Quarter and 
uptown, both of which were rélatively unscathed by Hurricane 
Katrina’s floods. nd 

On Monday, however, the group got down to the real busi- 
ness of its trip. Working out of a tent city in the backyard of a 
Presbyterian Church in Luling, LA, the group formed two work 
crews and began the tedious task of ¢leaning up flood-damaged 
residences in downtown New Orleans. 

The majority of homes in the city are no longer liveable, due 
to a three-week period during Hurricane Katrina in which flood- 
waters burst through the levies and swept over the city, often 
standing up to eight feet high in homes. As a result, those homes 
that remain structurally sound are still unliveable and require 
a complete “gutting” of everything, including the kitchen sink. 
The Redeemer group spent four days hard at work, successful- 
ly cleaning up three suburban homes before returning home on 
Saturday, February 25. 

“It was a challenging job and a dirty job that not a lot of peo- 
ple would do,” noted fourth-year student, Sam Overduin. “This 
group of students was special because of their great attitude and 
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it all, manages to get good grades? If so, you could 
be on your way to an award worth $4,000 to $10,000. 
If you’re already in post-secondary studies, find out 
more about the millennium excellence award at | 
www.awardforexcellence.ca. 


LEADERSHIP ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT 


great heart.” 

The trip was a unique one. Students from different denomina 
tions, cliques, and ages were able to assemble and work as God’s 
instruments. The trip was also a good opportunity for students 
to act out their faith: “At our school, we have good theology. It’s 
g0od to see students putting their faith into practice,” comment- 
ed Activities and Orientation Coordinator Matt Pamplin 

Ultimately, Mardi Gras or not, this group of students will not 
soon forget their trip to New Orleans for two reasons. First, the 
group was able to touch fellow believers in a special way. “To 
have a full-grown man nearly come to tears because of what 
we’ve done—that means a lot,” said American student Cory 
McArthur. The other unforgettable aspect of the trip was much 
more simple. Jay Speelman spoke for the group when he said, 
“There wasn’t one second on this trip when I wasn’t having 
fun.” 


Computers from Ontario, Canada 
to Ontario, Belize 


ASHLEY WHITE 
Special to The Crown 


During Reading Break, Gabrielle Anema, Hollie-Rose Locs, 
Art Smit, Hobbe Smit, and myself, Ashley White, went on a 
short-term mission trip to Belize, located in Central America. 

Our first day was quite long, since we left Redeemer at 5 
a.m., drove to Buffalo, took two planes before landing in Belize, 
and then got a ride to Ontario Village. We were teamed up with 
an organization called Worldwide Christian Schools, and our 
purpose on this trip was to help build walls for a high school 
building and to install 13 computers that were donated by 
Redeemer. 

Going to a foreign country presented us with some new chal- 
lenges that we had to get used to, but we were also faced with 
new joys as well. The first challenge was the heat that we felt, and 
although we weren't sad to leave winter behind, it was an adjust- 
ment to work in the hot sun. We also met some new critters, such 
as an array of tropical birds, including toucans by the windows 
as we ate breakfast; geckos in our room (these were extremely 
loud for such a small animal); and the ever-present threat of ta- 
rantulas and scorpions, although we never did see them. 

Aside from the previously-mentioned challenges, | think 

God used us in the coun- 
) try of Belize, but I would 
} be more warranted in say- 
| ing that He used Belize to 
# reach out to us. In church 
on Sunday we represent- 
ed Ontario, Canada, while 
a team of missionary chi- 
ropractors represented 
Ontario, Oregon, and the 
rest of the congregation rep- 
resented Ontario, Belize. 
We were shown that 
all are brothers and sisters 
in Christ. Belize 
minded us that the Church 
should be at the centre of 
everything, as it was in this 
village. They told us that 
when we praise God, we 
will be blessed by God. 

This was true of our trip 
As we praised God in the 
work that we were doing, 
God blessed us. He blessed 
us in the relationships we 
now have with that com- 
munity, blessed us with 
the experience, and blessed 
us with answers to our 
prayers. 

A couple of things on 
our trip looked like they 
might not work out; in fact, 
the entire trip was at first 
close to being cancelled 
because we had problems 
shipping the computers, 
and one member was told 
he might not have a plane 
ticket reserved for the trip 
back. But in all of these 
challenges God was faith- 
ful, showing that He really 
does work for the good ot 
all that love Him. 


we 


also re- 
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ret ent j on ; -_ | Top 13 things with which students 
sa aiichiametieemnaeeemenenmiaie ; are MOST satisfied 
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Each year, students are asked to complete the “Evaluating Your - It is enjoyable to be a student at Redeemer | 
University Experience” survey on which they are asked to rate - Being a student at Redeemer contributes towards spiritual growth | 
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ae campus 
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- Admissions staff are competently able to answer questions about | 
the university c 


Top 10 things with which students 
are NOT satisfied 
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- Library resources and services 
- Technical services (computer lab accessibility, 
meeting needs of students, staff level of 
helpfulness and approachability, Keeping up with 
computer technology) 
- Cost of food and housing 
- Core requirements 
- Food selection in the cafeteria 
- Variety of courses available at Redeemer 
- Tuition and housing payment policies 
- “Study Smart” seminars 
- Adequacy of services to explore career 
opportunities 
- Turn around time for faculty to return scores on u 4 . 
assignments, tests and exams a 2.” 7 a Si db hod i W Pil Be ee TRE 
You Said: ey i at ee 
_» “The cost of food and housing at Redeemer is too expensive 
__ when I compare it to living off campus. Communal meals 
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flexibility. The History core has been reduced in the last | ) SY, \ § Of actual off-campus living expenditures in order to compare them to 


ear and this should benefit many students. Other on-campus living costs. oe eae ee 
Tne are being considered by, the Vice-President “Many students responding to the survey indicate an appreciation for 3 


ee aiken “ieee cat a 3 We understand that other students wish to opt out of the soup and/or — 
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a directed to Ancillary Services and Student Life for review.” heemesef 


Ler E Cees. < aE. > oa, oO 
' " * Se + En giegne™ ans 

ith 7 ene f 
> ee \ r-ve. Mare 


er 
~~ 


FREECOM SS 


You Said: bh 
“We're not happy with the level of service that we 4 rs 3 _ You Said: 


get from staff in some areas of the university.” ‘et @ ,"Redeemer doesn’t offer as many courses as I'd like to see — 
ee oe yin my discipli have the wide variety of 


Soest 


5 P s r P sen ita Ct Ss c 
The university does strive to foster a service culture within fersity Responds: 


all its staff and faculty. All staff are evaluated annually by " o.° ee fight when you say that Redeemer doesn’t have as wide a 
their supervisors. Supervisors of staff and departments that |= = = = § variety of courses like that of large universities. That is something 
are mentioned in the survey (whether in a positive or q —§  we’re well aware of and much of this is related to our size, Over the 
negative light) will be required to bring comments made in a past five years, Redeemer has increased the number of course 

the survey to the attention of those staff members. | (§ sections by more than 100. In addition, larger departments have 
Furthermore, the university is undertaking a more formal  § chosen to offer courses annually rather than on an every-other-year 


basis. All these efforts have made it easier for many students to 
review of departmental units to ensure that the department schedule their classes, In the last year, many new course offerings 


Gye Wns aan Sta Cer ae ap heeds ofthe: _ have been approved (for example, courses including Forensic 
students and the university as a whole.” ; 9 Psychology, History of the Balkans, Nutrition, and World 
Geography). Watch the Registrar's Office website for more 

7 ei information. A list of 2006-2007 course offerings will be posted in 
oa a Aste 8 
You Said: - 
“It takes too long for faculty to return scores on , You Said: 

assignments, test, midterms, and essays.” “There are insufficient services at Redeemer to help me 


The University Responds: ; plore my career opportunities and to help me find 


“The question as to what is a reasonable length of 7» S mer and long-term jobs.” 
time before scores on tests, midterms, essays, and | _ 
other assignments are returned is a good one. It is The University Responds: 
easier for some faculty to return scores faster than | §& “These are good questions to raise. First, you do not need to provide a name when you complete 
for other faculty because of the nature of ; 
assignments, the kind of tests, and the size of 
classes. Going into a final exam with no idea how 
you've been doing in a course is of great concern 
and it troubles us to hear that this is happening. 
_ This issue is being forwarded to the Vice-President 
(Academic) and the Academic Affairs Committee 
for action.” 
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Defining Christian Music is Not as Easy as it Sounds 


JAMES BLOEMENDAL 
Junior Staff Writer 


I have always been some- 
what confused by the term 
“Christian music.” | am not 
really sure what it is refer- 
ring to. First of all, people are 
not usually thinking about 
the music, they are think- 
ing about texts, Secondly, if 
Christian means “Christ-fol- 
lower,” what does this have 
to do with texts set to music? 

Sometimes people are talk- 
ing about music that is made 
by a Christ-follower, some- 
times they are talking about 
music that glorifies God or 
some truth about Him, and 
other times they are talking 
about music that is used as 
song in corporate worship. 

What I want to write about 
is the sum of the musical texts 
that we listen to; the music 
that Christians engage ev- 
eryday. I want to approach 
this issue by laying out three 
biblical principles that have 
helped shape my own under- 
standing and then share some 
questions that | ask myself 
about the music | listen to. 

First, one of the most ex- 
citing benefits of knowing 
Christ is that He has promised 
to help us redeem the world, 
and because of this, we have 
a lot of freedom to explore, 
We do not need to avoid new 
forms of media, art, or biol- 
ogy. We are free and encour- 
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A CAREER 
ILL TAKE PRIDE IN 


Want a career that’s more 
than just a job? The Canadian 
Forces offer you: 


e a wide range of careers 
in professional fields 
and technical trades 

¢ specialized training 

e subsidized education 


To find out more about 
our part- and full-time 
career opportunities, 
visit your local Canadian 
Forces recruiting centre. 
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aged to engage the world and 
join in Christ’s work. 

Second, we join Christ in 
this work. This is where our 
freedom finds its focus and 
its limits. We are held ac- 
countable for the decisions 
we make, 

Third, we also make deci- 
sions differently than other 
people because God has 
made us in unique ways so 
that our strengths and weak- 
nesses differ, | recognize that 
my strengths and weakness- 
es differ from yours, and be- 
cause of this, the questions I 
ask will not be comprehen- 
sive, I attempted to focus on 
the questions of mine that | 
think might be relevant for 
other people. 


What is the text talking 
about? 

This may seem like a ques- 
tion that is far too simple, and 
it is. Yet I do not always take 
the time to figure out what 
a song is talking about. If 
we want to engage the texts 
that we are listening to, we 
need to ask questions about 
them. Is this text from a nar- 
rator’s perspective or an inner 
monologue? Are two people 
dialoguing? Is it a prayer, or 
is it a story? Then, what are 
the characters saying? What 
do their metaphors refer to, 
and what are they implying? 
Once we have a decent grasp 
of the text, we have a starting 
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place for discernment. 


Is the text unique or cre- 
ative? 

I find myself asking this 
question more and more 4s 
mediocre things surround 
me. There are millions Of 
songs out there, and I don't 
want to waste my time with 
the ones that have nothing 
unique or creative to say. AS 
someone who wants to de- 
velop as a songwriter, 1 find 
that surrounding myself with 
mediocrity bears fruit that 
shares the same ugliness. 
God certainly doesn’t want 
me to waste everyone else's 
time with boring songs, 8° 
why should | surround my- 
self with boring songs from 
other people? 


Is this text leading me 
towards an understand- 
ing of the world, or is it 
encouraging me 

sin? 

This question is — 
increasingly relevant to me. 
Whenever I am listening to 
a song that deals with a dif 
ficult issue, I need to discern 
how it is affecting me. How it 
affects other people is a very 
different question because 
different people can handle 
different things. 

Whether or not the author 
may have intended to encour- 
age people towards sin may 
also be irrelevant for <— 


Semi 


CONTINUED FRO} 
PAI 


focuses on reading the 
Bible with a prayerful at 
tude, asking God to rey 
things as individual V 
es or whole passages 
considered. This combine 
tion of prayer and reading 
allows God to speak more 
clearly through His Word. 
The following semi- 
nar, which took place on 


discipline of fasting. This 
was a timely seminar, as 
it helped participants pre- 
pare for the season of Lent, — 
Scriptural 


passages sup- 


World News Flash 


February 27, centred on the 4 


which began on March 1. 


cause | may have been given 
keen insight into a new situa- 
tion due to the way someone 
dealt with a topic. 

For example, in high 
school my friend did a pre- 
sentation on suicide, We 
played Silverchair’s “Suicidal 
Dream,” which recounts the 
author's experience of wres- 
tling with his wishes for 
death because of the ways 
other students were abusing 
him. My friend and I were 
both given a new under- 
standing of the situations that 
cause suicide without ever 
being worried that we might 
do it ourselves. 


However, some songs 
do have a harmful effect 
on me, For example, some- 


lime during my first year 
| encountered Dashboard 
Confessional. | was drawn to 
his aching melodies and the 
passion that he put into his 
songs. | am not familiar with 
all of his music, but every- 
thing that I encountered was 
about break ups. He was usu- 
ally angry or depressed and 
often blamed the break up on 
his ex-girlfriend. 

| found that after I had 
listened to this music, I was 
slightly more pessimistic 
about the world. Sometimes 
| would even get frustrated 
about not having a significant 
other, When I realized the ef- 
fect this music had on me, | 
decided to stop listening be- 


porting fasting were consid- 
ered, including Matthew 6: 
16, which begins with “When 
you fast’—not if you fast— 
“do not look somber as the 


" hypocrites do, for they disfig- 


» their faces to show men 
ey are fasting. 1 tell you 
e truth, they have received 
ir reward in full. But when 
fast, put oil on your head 
d wash your face, so that it 
ll not be obvious to men 
at you are fasting, but ve 
y your Father, who is unseen 
‘and your Father, who sees 
what i is done in secret, will re- 
Ward you” (6:16-18, emphasis 
added). 

_ The reasons for, ideas be- 
hind, and types of fasting were 


= 


What questions should we ask ourselves when approaching musical texts? 


cause it was leading me to 
self-pity. Other friends I had 
talked to, however, said they 
thought his music was au- 
thentic and real for someone 
who is in the midst of a seri- 
ous break up. | agreed. 


How does the context that 
I listen in change the mu- 
sic’s effect on me? 

1 would be comfortable 
listening to some texts with- 
in a situation where I am in- 
tentionally being discerning, 
but | would not listen to those 
texts as | fall asleep. For exam- 
ple, in the conversation about 
Dashboard Confessional, | 
found it really useful to both 
talk about what he does 
and listen to his music with 
friends. However, | still could 
not use it on my own. I know 
that when I am falling asleep 
my mind is less discerning, 
and the lyrics of the song 
have a way of becoming my 
personal anthem— whether I 
like them or not. 


How are the texts I am lis- 
tening to stretching me? 

I don’t really favour get- 
ting stuck ina rut, but I do it. I 
find something that I like, and 
this can often have texts that 
agree with how I like to do 
things. | have found it quite 
challenging exploring texts of 
songs for corporate worship. 
Lately, | have been looking 
at music written around the 


introduced. Furthermore, be- 
cause the Greek word for fast- 
ing (nesteia) literally means 
“not eating,” proper methods 
of fasting were discussed in 
order to promote and main- 
tain physical health while 
eating. 

Powell has been encour- 
aged by the response to the 
seminars he has seen thus 
far: “The students who have 
been coming have certain- 
ly seemed ‘into it.’ I can see 
it in their eyes. One student 
told me that he loved the 
opportunity to sit back and 
soak in spiritual truth. He 
found it refreshing.” Others 
who have not been able to at- 
tend because of scheduling 


JAKE BELDER & AARON VERHOEF 


Columbia 


In the wake of the coun- 
try's parliamentary elec- 
tions coming up later this 
month, Columbia's second 
largest rebel group, the ELN — 
(National Liberation Army), 
has declared a ceasefire. The 
commander of this group, 
Antonio Garcia, expressly de~_ 


clared that voters should look — 


forward to voting for those 


move as indication that the 
rebel group wishes to work — 
along with the government. — 
The ELN has been fighting a__ 
war against the Columbian 
state since the 1960s. 


Italy 


A recent parliamentary com- 


mission has come forward 


claiming that “without a doubt” 
the 1981 shooting of then Pope 
= Paul ll by Turkish gunman 
Mehmet Ali Agca was ordered 


__ by the Soviets, Paolo Guzzanti 


made the statement after the 
meeting of the commission 
seeking to unravel the mystery 


around the event. Agca never 
who will be committed to the — 
peace process. Some see this — 


gave any motive for his actions 
when on trial. The committee 


argued that the Soviets wanted 


the Pope dead because of his ef- 
forts to aid the Solidarity move- 
ment in Poland at the time. The 
assertion is that Agca had ties 
to and support from Bulgarian 
communists associated with the 
Russian KGB, The committee 
was set up to determine other 
Cold War secrets as well. 


Iraq 


Government instability is once 
again hurting a country already 
plagued by large-scale political 
tension, Kurdish and Sunni lead- 
ers in Iraq have declared that 
they will not be a part of any 
unity government with current 
Prime Minister Ibrahim Jaafari at 
the head. 

Jaafari has called meetings in 
order to relieve tensions but has 
cancelled several due to violent 
protests and campaigns against 
him, Jaafari has been widely criti- 
cized as being a poor politician 
for appointing only Shia Iraqis to 
main government posts and hir- 
ing squads to kill Sunnis, Jaafari 
has promised a unified govern- 
ment of all the different people 


world, South African apart- 
heid liberation songs and 
Spanish songs about women 
dancing their protests have 
challenged me to think differ- 
ently. The music I listen to can 
either support the way that I 
think or push the edges of my 
thought a bit too. 

Please take my questions 
and use them as a chance 
to start asking your own. 
Engage the music you listen 
to by having conversations 
with other people, reading 
through the lyrics, writing 
your own lyrics, and pray- 
ing. 

My questions do not drive 
at what Christian music is, 
but at how I engage the music 
that is around me. As I grow 
as a music listener and per- 
former, | am challenged to 
think through the way I do 
things; | am challenged to 
do things well and to honour 
God through discernment. 
Whether I listen to music in 
the car, play Irish music in a 
pub, or help lead worship, I 
can do these things in a way 
that either glorifies God or at- 
tempts to perpetuate the illu- 
sion of myself as a god. 

I am not saying that we 
should not be asking ques- 
tions about the “what” of 
Christian music, but if we 
leave out the “how,” even 
words that explicitly glorify 
our Creator can be wasted on 
hearts that never change. 


var Underscores Humble Fasting 


conflicts have expressed their 
regrets. 

The Spiritual Growth 
Series will continue until the 
end of March, with semi- 
nars on Mediation (March 


6), Scripture (March 13), 
Worship (March 20), and 
Serving (March 27). The 


seminars take place during 
Monday Activity Periods (11 
a.m.) and are held in Room 
212 A. Students who have 
not yet attended are welcome 
and encouraged to join their 
peers who have already ben- 
efited from Powell's insight 
into the spiritual disciplines, 
because “He who heeds dis- 
cipline shows the way to life” 
(Proverbs 10:17). 


Kenya 


Diplomats from over 30 
countries joined voices in con- 
demning the attack made against 
a Kenyan media organization by 
masked and armed policemen. 
They have claimed the unprec- 
edented attack to be an assault 
against the freedom of the press. 

The police say that they initi- 
ated the raid because the news 
media has been inciting ethnic 
hatred. In fact, though, in the 
last weeks the newspaper has 
been critical of President Mwai 
Kibaki's handling of recent cor- 
ruption scandals, 

Opposition parties to the 
President's rule, along with 
other demonstrators, have 
marched in protest, calling the 
event a dark day for Kenya. 
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Television Is a Life Dep: 


TV can have negative effec 


MARK DEVOS 
Junior Staff Writer 


“What is wrong with televi- 
sion?” you may say. “After a long 
day at school, we deserve some 
time to relax and shut down. After 
all, it’s our spare time, and we can 
do with it as we please. Life depres- 
sant? No, it’s just entertainment!” 

Dr. Patty Rebek, the head of the 
Psychology Department at De Paul 
University, Chicago, has done ex- 
tensive research on this subject and 
has concluded that young people 
watch TV as a form of escape from 
academic, family, and social prob- 
lems. It would be easy for me to 
rattle off some statistics that prove 
the harmful effects of watching TV; 
instead, being often attacked by my 
friends at Redeemer for not “hav- 
ing fun” with them, I decided to 
discuss the top five reasons why | 
don’t watch TV. 


1) I want to have good relation- 
ships. 

I am going to make a presump- 
tuous statement: If the people 
around you do not like being in 
your presence, then it’s safe to 
say that you are not a very happy 


How 
Amused 
Are We? 


_ An unofficial, student-led sur- 
wey of 54 on-campus Redeemer 
students was recently done to de- 
| termine the average es of 

nd to cboee to warching elev : 
sion and movies during the aca- 
demic year. 


These students were also asked 
if their watching habits and use 
of video games keep them from 
doing homework. 


The three major findings are as 
follows: 


¢ Students watch an average of 
2.3 hours of television per week. 
Males, however, claimed to watch 
3.21 hours per week, whereas fe- 
males said they watch around 1.1 
hour per week, 


¢ Students watch an average of 
1.7 movies per week. This average 
roughly pertains to both males’ 
and females’ viewing habits. 


¢ When asked if television, 
movies, and video games ever 
detract from doing homework, 
76 percent agreed that this is the 
case, This tends to be the case 
more so for males; Whereas 84 
percent of males agreed, 65 per- 
cent of females agreed that the 
entertainment distracts them. 


camper most of the time. On the 
other hand, in order to be a happy 
person, you need to have good re- 
lationships with the people around 
you. To have good relationships 
with the people around you, you 
must work at these relationships. 
| don’t watch TV because I have 
found that deep and rewarding re- 
lationships require a great deal of 
time—time that | would not have 
if | was spending my “spare” time 
watching TV and movies. 

Watching TV is an excellent way 
for people to wind down after a 
stressful week, so | am not con- 
demning entertainment. When we 
watch TV to avoid the struggles 
that we inevitably come in contact 
with in day-to-day living, such as 
difficulties in school or troubles 
with dormmates, then Satan has a 
foothold in our lives. 

We are called to be students, and 
whether you like it or not, God has 
put you in this academic institution 
for you to wrestle with your school- 
work, (You are not called to get 
straight As, but you are called to 
apply yourself). When you face dif- 
ficulties in your dorm life, you are 
called to fix them. But it is easier to 
turn on the TV and forget about dif- 


ficulties in school and the dorm. 

Putting yourself in the shoes of 
a residential advisor at Redeemer, 
what would be easier for you to do 
after a hard day at school: nestling 
into your comfy couch to watch 
your favourite movie, or confront- 
ing your first-year boys on the fact 
that the kitchen looks like a pigsty 
and that Gorgio is trying to sleep 
amidst the racket of the new X-Box 
360? 


2) I don't need a “fix” of entertain- 
ment, 

In grade school, | loved being 
entertained by everything I did. 
This carried over into my universi- 
ty career as I now have a hard time 
paying attention to my professors 
because they don’t put me on the 
edge of my seat like the shows and 
games of grade school did. 

Through countless hours I have 
spent being entertained in front of 
various systems, | have built up a 
desire to be entertained not just 
when in front of the TV but in ev- 
erything I do, The problem with 
needing to be entertained all the 
time is that it keeps us from work- 
ing for our education. 


As a young person growing up, 


a 

b 
there were a few shows I loved 
to watch, Initially, it was Batman 
after school and then it was Home 
Improvement. 1 convinced myself 
that I deser¥ed to watch one show 
per day, but (Lam hesitant to admit 
this) more o than not, I was led 
to watch Oprah and the local news 
too. By the time the news was over, 
it was suppertime. After supper, 
there was no timé for homework 
because it was time for the eve- 
ning line-up of sitcoms. TV was so 
amusing and easy to Watch, and the 
relaxed state of mind Twas in from 
watching TV made me unable to 
get anything done. 

Why on earth did | subject my- 
self to Oprah on a daily basis? 
Oprah kept me from doing what 
I was supposed to be doing. 
homework! While reflecting 
those early years of grade sch 
now see that I had a real problém. 
At the end of the day, I me Ay 
teacher had given me some hom 
work, but I didn’t want to do it, an 
watching TV was so easy—I could © 
just sit back in my comfy couch and 
let my cares be temporarily lifted. 
The rest of my life wasn’t as “chill- 
axed,” so I compared everything to 
the relaxing experience of being en- 


Television Presents Reality as Entertainment 


tertained. 

The more you do something, 
the more you need to do it be- 
cause you build up a habit. Today, 
I don’t watch a lot of TV or movies, 
so I don’t have much of a desifé to 
watch them unless [ hear that a cer- 
tain movie or show is particularly 


good, 


3) We are meant to be 
left to our thoughts 
every once in awhile. 

TV stifles creativity 
and imagination. | learn 
the most when | am left 
alone. When I am left 
alone, T am bored out 
of my mind. When I’m 
bored Gut of my mind, 
I typically have to come 
up with something new 
and exciting. As a young 
person, I spent my sum- 
mers at thé family cot- 
tage. The cottage was 
where I was ‘forced to pick up 
books and learn about topics of 

y choice. Upon reflection, it was 

es the quiet times Thad in my 
bédroom when I was able to Tétimy 
creative j juices flow. 


Is this really what television is designed to do? 


DAVID GROEN 
Special to The Crown 


What is the purpose of television? 
What should we expect of it? Is it 
worth watching? 

This past summer | had a star- 
tling and evocative experience 
while reading Neil Postman’s book, 
Amusing Ourselves to Death, which 
tackled these daunting questions. 
In this book, Postman boldly claims 
that television is damaging our pub- 
lic discourse and making our cul- 
ture sillier by the minute. 

Surprisingly, Postman does not 
claim that this damage is done 
through the half-witted garbage 
that television produces (such as re- 
ality TV). Rather, it is through the 
supposedly significant presentation 
of information (such as the news) 
that television amuses us to death. 
Television is most dangerous when 
its aspirations are high, and it only 
harms our culture when it attempts 
to provide us with the truth. 

In his book, Postman uncovers 
what he sees as the biased purpose 
of television: to make “entertain- 
ment the natural format that rep- 
resents all experience.” In other 
words, television aims to present 
both truth and triviality equally as 
entertainment. With such a contro- 
versial claim, Postman provokes us 
to ask, What exactly is the television 
all about? 

As our Western culture has devel- 
oped from the oral tradition to writ- 
ing, printing, and then televising, 
the nature of the communication 
changes with it. As we adopt new 
media and discard the old, a trade- 
off occurs, While the new media has 
advantages, it can also have debili- 
tating effects on public discourse, 

Take the telegraph, for example. 
Telegraphy is the first electronic me- 
dium introduced to our culture that 
was able to communicate messages 
instantly from one place to another. 
Even as this exciting breakthrough 
created opportunity, Postman con- 
tends that it carried with it severe 
implications for public discourse, 
The speed of telegraphic transmis- 
sion allowed anything to be said, 
No longer was communication con- 
strained to important information 
serving a specific function. Instead, 
the options were endless. 

Telegraphy allowed incoherent, 
irrelevant, and context-free infor- 


mation to be transmitted freely and 
at remarkable speeds. The commu- 
nicative capability of the telegraph 
seriously devalued the function of 
communication, watering it down 
for the sake of “novelty, interest, 
and curiosity.” Telegraphy allowed 
for mass transmission of irrelevant 
trivialities and set the stage for tele- 
vised communication, 

The problems that the telegraph 
introduced have now been ampli- 
fied by the television. The televi- 
sion set now floods our living rooms 
with irrelevant, disconnected, and 
incoherent information extracted 
from across the globe, leaving view- 
ers drowning in a sea of fragmented 
information, with little real knowl- 
edge about anything, New facts 
push old ones out of our minds at 
a speed that neither permits nor re- 
quires evaluation. 

Surprisingly, this information 
overload crept into our culture near- 
ly undetected. Postman elaborates 
by providing an example from the 
evening news. After weeks of tire- 
less broadeasting about war brew 
ing in the Middle East, Postman 
found that the Ameriean public 
knew all sorts of things about the 
oil, armies, and explosives involved, 
and we were content; yet we knew 


nothing about the Middle Eastern 
worldview which fueled this rival- 
ry. Television has given us an abun- 
dance of facts about everything but 
has failed to provide us with a satis- 
factory understanding of them, 

If this is what the television is 
doing, why do we give it so much 
of our time? According to Postman, 
this question is easily answered. 
The television is designed to be an 
enjoyable visual delight. It offers 
viewers a variety of subject matter, 
requires minimal comprehension, 
and is “largely aimed at emotion- 
al gratification” to please its mass, 
eclectic audience. No matter what is 
depicted on the television, the uni- 
versal sustaining presumption is 
that the television is there for our 
amusement and pleasure. By its 
very nature, television will present 
all information in an entertaining 
manner, Just ask yourself when you 
sit down to watch television, do you 
prepare yourself to be challenged or 
amused? 

All news, no matter how serious, 
is brought to us in the format of en- 
tertainment. Warm faces and cheer- 
ful smiles present everything from 
civil riots to celebrity pregnancies. 
And we are supposed to take this 
seriously? After watching rampant 


ere 
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the six o’clock news wanting to join 
them next time? 

I should note here that Postman is 
not saying that television should not 
entertain. Rather, he is warning, us 
of the grave danger that arises when 
we attempt to present significant is- 
sues like politics, religion, and edu- 
cation in the form of entertainment. 
Postman boldly asserts, “The news 
is a format for entertainment, not 
education” because the inherent na- 
ture of television does not lend itself 
to educational purposes. This point 
is critical. 

My initial reaction to Postman’s 
claim was to think that all electron- 
ic media was designed simply to 
entertain. However, I soon realized 
that there is a significant difference 
between television and other elec- 
tronic media, making television 
much more threatening. 

The distinguishing feature is that 
the television incorporates all forms 
of public discourse, whereas the 
others, such as radio and film, are 
more specified. We do not go to the 
theatre to learn about government 
policy, nor do we tune in the radio 
to learn about wildlife. However, 
we will turn on the television for 
these reasons and more: to tune in 
to the latest celebrity gossip, learn 
about the corruption in polities, find 
out how to renovate our house, or 
catch the latest episode of Desperate 
Housewives. 

We expect the television to en- 
tertain us, educate us, and keep us 
company. But is television capable 
of meeting these expectations? This 
reliance on television sharply el- 
evates its burden of responsibility 
far beyond other electronic media. 
Therefore, Postman posits that the 
way in which the television stages 
human experience has become the 
model for how we will understand 
life. 

Perhaps the crucial question to be 
asking ourselves is this: What expec- 
tations should we have of television? 
If we concede Postman’s argument 
that television does indeed flood 
our homes with fragmented, discon- 
nected bits of truth and triviality in 
the form of entertainment, how are 
we to respond? This is something to 
think about the next time you plant 
yourself on your couch with the re- 
mote... 


Television has given us an abundance of facts about everything but has failed to 
provide us with a satisfactory understanding of them. 
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4) I want to be very careful with 
what goes into my mind. 

| firmly believe that watching 
TV can and, in most will 
prevent people in their formative 


Cases, 


years from making their own in- 
formed judgments. | believe that 
'V is the primary medium through 
which moder day propaganda is 
spewed out. 

“Propaganda? Settle 
down, Mark! Why 
you have to be such a ta 
natic? We're not living in 
Nazi Germany!” 

No, but TV is affect- 
ing us in ways we can't 
imagine. | find this scary 
because | know | have 
bought into the lies of ad 
corporations time and 
time again. [Know media 
is saying in one form 
or another; “You are 
not content unless you 
have more or do more 
than what you have or are doing, 
right now.” We fall into this lie so 
often. Yet Tcan give you countless 
examples of anything from trips, to 
movies, toa TV set that I got for my 
twelfth birthday that demonstrate 
that no matter what you buy, these 


do 


KAITLYN MC MURRAY 
Special to The Crown 


Is it acceptable for Christians to 
watch R-rated movies? My posing 
this question to a number of stu- 
dents and teachers produced one of 
the most heated sparring matches on 
Redeemer campus that I have ever 
seen, 

It is a sensitive issue because it 
doesn't just reflect one person's judg- 
ment. Movie watching involves being 
in community, facing peer pressure, 
and getting along with one another. 

“It is a personal thing, but it is also 
a communal thing,” said Sam Martin. 
“You need to watch movies with peo- 
ple. It helps you to enjoy movies and 
experience them more, but it also 
means that you are tempted by peer 
pressure, You have to make the deci- 
sion. 

Anna Sanderson provided a com- 
ment along the same line of thought: 
“For some people, watching certain 
types of sin, like violence, has a dev- 
astating effect on their spirit. You 
don’t have to watch if you don’t want 
to—and true friends will understand 
that.” 


“(The people on reality TV] | 
know that people are going to | 


Se@ @Verything they do, so 7 waste of time.”| 


Somé Of them put on a sho 


just to get popular and to make. 


things will not bring you satisfac 
tion, As Christians, Christ is all we 
need. We seem to forget this as we 
continue our pursuit of pleasure. 
We forget that following Christ and 
serving others is our primary call- 
ing. 

If you are not @onvinced that 
the TV impacts you, | want to ask 
you some questions, Guys, have 
you ever gone to the movies and 
laughed? Girls, have you ever gone 
to the movies and cried? (I thought 
| would pose two questions for the 
“tough” guys who don’t cry.) Was 
it something they put in the pop- 
corn that made you display emo- 
tion? Ordo you think that it was 
what you were putting into your 
mind? Everything that goes into 
your mind affects you in one form 
or another—it would be absolutely 
insane to deny this. 

TV affects us in ways we don’t 
even know, There was an exhaus- 
tive study done on media and its 
impact on young people. Naomi 
Klein, author of the bestseller No 
Logo, quotes Chip Walker, director 
of this study: “Teens who watch 
MTV music videos are much more 
likely than other teens to wear the 
teen ‘uniform’ of jeans, running 


shoes, and a denim jacket... They 
are also much more likely to own 
electronics and consume ‘teer’ 
items such as candy, sodas, cookies, 
and fast food. They are much more 
likely to use a wide range of per- 
sonal care products too,” 

Ihese would not be disturbing 
facts if it was not true that 85 per- 
cent of middle class teens watch 
MTV. We are in a state of crisis in 
which the social norms of our cul- 
ture are dictated by the media- 
primarily by TV. As we are well 
aware, TV is programmed with one 
purpose in mind: PROFITS, Why 
should we let TV tell us what we 


need? 


5) TV holds me back from pursuing 
the things that I am truly passion- 
ate about, 

Lastly, | don’t watch TV because 
of the opportunity cost involved. 
The most effective way for me to 
explain “opportunity cost” is to 
give an example: If I decided to 
travel Europe this summer, | would 
not only have to pay for the ex- 
penses of the trip, but also | would 
have to pay for the fact that, while I 
am in Europe, lam unable to work. 
The opportunity cost is the cost that 


| incur in not being able to work for 
the summer, This opportunity cost 
can be shown in one’s TV watching 
habits. 

When | watch TV, | am not only 
subjecting my mind to corporate 
propaganda, but I am also incur- 
ring, some opportunity costs: | am 
missing, out on doing the things 
that | am passionate about—like 
running my lawn maintenance 
company, taking part in engaging 
discussions, writing, meeting, new 
people, and spending time with 
God. 

TV is not evil! I do not condemn 
people for watching TV. If any- 
thing, | would like you to consid- 
er what is most important to you. 
What gets you up in the morning? 
What are your aspirations in life? Is 
your habit of watching TV getting 
in the way of what is truly impor- 
tant to you? 

Are you more concerned about 
watching TV than you are about 
serving God? This is an extreme ex- 
ample, but I believe it is hard to say 
that we show love to our neighbor 
while watching TV. | think, more 
often than not, we are watching TV 
for ourselves. 

“Watching TV is quality time.” 


What’s the Scoop on R-rated Movies? 


Students and professors offer their opinions on what is fit to watch 


So should Christians watch R-rated 
movies? The majority of Redeemer 
students who were interviewed gave 
a resounding and enthusiastic “yes.” 
However, this answer was immedi- 
ately backed up by, “But you have to 
be discerning.” 

Those in the minority, who an- 
swered “no,” were equally ready to 
defend their position with comments 
such as, “Why watch what you know 
will be harmful to you?” and, “Even 
if you're careful, there are still un- 
conscious influences being forced on 
you.” 

Although all those interviewed 
were able to give a specific “yes” or 
“no” response, the reasons they gave 
for holding their opinion were not so 
divided. 

On the “yes” side, the most pop- 
ular reason given for why people 
watch R-rated movies was to truly 
feel the horror and terror of such 
things as war, or the holocaust, to 
form a desire to ensure that it never 
happened again. A close second was 
the idea that R-rated movies expand- 
ed horizons and were eye-openers. 
Coming in third was the response 
of watching these movies just for the 
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-Laura Benjami 


it into Movies. |At's just about 


fame, not fealty.” 
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amusement of being entertained. 

The least popular reasons included 
watching just out of curiosity, watch- 
ing just to say they sav it, or watch- 
ing in order to learn how to relate to 
people in terrible situations without 
actually having jo ge into the situa- 
tions themselves, 

Some students who argued in sup- 
port of viewing restricted movies 
were quick to emphasize the need to 
exercise careful discernment. Former 
student Steve Veldkamp remarked, 
“Can you watch the movie and glo- 
rify God doing it? Movies are more 
than just entertainment. They need to 
be thought about.” 

Professor Provost echoed this sen- 
timent: “Christians should not arbi- 
trarily apply rules, especially when 
they are not found specifically in the 
Bible. It’s a conversation killer. ‘I’m 
a Christian, so | can’t watch R-rated 
movies. I’m a Christian, so I can’t 
wear red shoes.’ It’s not a religion of 
rules; it’s a religion of grace. 

“The key is discernment,” Provost 
continued. “Movies are not for pure 
entertainment or pure escapism. If 
people are watching movies, they 
need to be thinking about them. The 
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Lion King seems harmless—but it is 
teaching an Eastern religion. I have 
used movies in the past in the class- 
room, and as a teacher I use them re- 
sponsibly. | don’t show them just for 
the sake of showing them; I show 
them for a purpose. Movies can be 
used in good ways, to sensitize peo- 
ple toward certain issues or to turn 
them off bad ideals like glorifying 
violence.” 

Some students, or even teach- 
ers, would disagree with Provost. 
One of the teachers who argued 
against watching R-rated movies was 
Professor Jennifer Chiang: “First, | 
don’t want to present myself in any 
way which would lead you to think 
that | was in any way above certain 
activities, such as watching R-rated 
movies, because that would be a 
falsehood. 

“Music, books, movies, TV sit- 
coms, and other venues of enter- 
tainment have the potential to hold 
an amazing power over us that can 
be either negative or positive. As a 
Christian, should | not filter out that 
which is harmful to me and my rela- 
tionship with Christ? 

“If we agree that our lives are to 


Look at the Pitfalls of Your Favourite Box 


essant for Young People 


This is the biggest cop-out I have 
ever heard. Quality time is when 
you are actually getting to know 
people by sharing in their joys and 
sorrows. TV is distracting us from 
building the community that the 
body of Christ needs. 


Conclusion 

I don’t watch TV because there 
are more important things for me 
to do. Watching TV is not a priority 
in my life for the simple reason that 
there are so many incredible op- 
portunities out there to experience 
joy, and when I watch TV I feel as 
if | am missing out on the things 
that | was created to do. When | 
think of this campus, the words of 
the band Switchfoot come to mind: 
“We were meant to live for so much 
more, but we lost ourselves.” We 
have idolized comfort and missed 
out on the life of love that God has 
called us to. 

What could you be doing to 
build up the community of believ- 
ers? What would this Redeemer 
campus look like if everyone was 
truly concerned about the needs 
of those around them? Would our 
love break through this “Redeemer 
bubble”? There is hope! 


mirror Christ's, then how can we be 
accepting of entertainment in which 
sexual sin, violence, coarse language, 
and negative attitudes prevail? Guard 
both your heart and mind from such 
things and keep your eyes firm- 
ly fixed upon Him AND find some 
other form of entertainment.” 

A strong idea from the “no” camp 
was that people say that they watch 
movies to help other people, but then 
they don’t do anything to actually 
help these people. Others similarly 
argued that there is a difference be- 
tween saying something and actually 
feeling it. For example, can we really 
say that we understand how a person 
feels who has suffered abuse just be- 
cause we watched it? Really living 
through this experience would mean 
you had no choice. 

One student offered a very pro- 
found comment on this matter: “We 
should know where we stand on an 
issue, but we should also know how 
to love and accept one another even 
if the other guy has a different view 
than you do. We're all made to be 
unique, so some people are going 
to struggle with this, and others are 
going to be fine.” 
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Disc jockeys 
control what the 
dancers hear 


MICAH VAN DIJK 
Redeemer Class of 2005 
Special to The Crown 


ave you ever wondered 

what it takes to be a disc 
jockey? I found out that to be 
a DJ, all I needed was some 
equipment, some music, and 
the desire to figure out what 
made people want to dance. 
A question that keeps nag- 
ging me as I continue to DJ 
is the difficult question of 
what music is appropriate to 
dance to for Christians and 
non-Christians alike. 

My name is Micah van 
Dijk, and I would consid- 
er myself a DJ. Back in high 
school, I was very curious 
about the DJ] culture and 
decided I wanted to try it. 
After buying some basic 
equipment, I began to DJ 
at Redeemer because no 
one else wanted to do it nor 
owned the equipment. Not 
having a DJ] mentor meant I 
had to teach myself many of 
the tricks to DJing. Initially, 
I just played music from a 
few burned CDs of popular 
tunes, and my own weird 
mix of obscure ska, rock, and 
house music. 

My very first gig was a 
Christian music dance at 
Redeemer called “David's 
Dance.” At the time I knew 
very little about Christian 
music, so | would pick the 
next song by listening to the 
intro, and if I liked it, | would 
play it. | was also asked to be 
the D] at Redeemer’s ban- 
quet that year. 

Still a rookie, I soon real- 
ized the amount of music ac- 
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tually needed to do a proper 
dance. Initially, very little 
discernment went into the 
music I played as I struggled 
to keep the dance floor full 
with the few tunes I had. If I 
had it, I played it. 

But as I slowly become 
more comfortable with my 
role as DJ, I started to be- 
come more assertive about 
the decisions and control | 
have as the selector of music. 
There are several directions I 
can take as a Christian DJ. I 
can play only bands that are 
on Christian labels, I can play 
music that has no swearing 
and has a positive message. 
Or I can play whatever music 
I think will get people danc- 
ing and pick up my faith at 
the door when the dance is 
over. Perhaps it would be 
better if I first explain what 
I do not do. 

First, 1 do not play only ex- 
plicitly Christian tunes be- 
cause these often are songs 
that are not well known. 
They may be amazing mu- 
sically and lyrically but are 
unfamiliar to those in the 
crowd. When people come to 
a dance, they want to dance 
to songs that they are famil- 
iar and comfortable with. 
To play a song they have 
never heard before generally 
takes more attention and ef- 
fort from the dancer because 
they are in unfamiliar terri- 
tory. One or two new songs 
an hour are fine, but if every 
song is unfamiliar, the danc- 
er will soon leave the dance 
floor after realizing it’s not 
worth the effort. | might as 
well take an unfamiliar song 
and put it on repeat for the 
whole evening. 

When DJs in the 70s and 
80s would debut a song, they 
would often repeat it five or 
six times to familiarize the 
crowd, Usually the dance 
floor would clear when it 


MuDD Productions 


Weddings 

Dances 
Fundreisers 
Concerts 
Corporate Events 
Worship Services 


Tel: (905) 387-0250 
micahvd@gmail.com 


oY 
was first played, but slow- 
ly people would start to 
derstand the song and com 
back to dance. Many d 
don’t allow me to use | 
technique, nor do I want 
force people to like a so 

Furthermore, I do not 
only the popular tunes 0} 
time. I want my DJing to” 
different. As the selector of 
music, I have a lot of 
trol over what people 
so I want to be the filter 
discerner of what is 
cial and what isn’t. I 
the people at the dan 
relax, have fun, and en 
the music, being confident 
that they will not be faced 
with questionable music 
and lyrics. My task is to find 
appropriate songs that are 
still great songs to dance to, 
Sometimes I feel this task 
is nearly impossible as, in 
case you have noticed, 
songs have lyrics incompati- 
ble with living a positive life 
as a Christian. ie 

My biggest concern is that 
these songs usually have an 
unhealthy infatuation with 
love and sex, and I think this 
is the area in which music 
can have a very powerful 
and negative influence. Most 
popular music today focus 
on love and sex, as these are 
generic lyrics which we can 
embody for ourselves. This 
embodiment can be dan- 
gerous if what is being said 
has no truthful merit or goes 
against one’s beliefs. ; 

I cringe when we enter the 
realm of dancing and sexual 
temptation. I do think that 
some forms of dancing ¢a 
cause people to act on t 
sexual temptation, and 
you're in high school or 
university, this temptation i 
probably sex outside of mar- 
riage. 

For example, when the 
Pussy Cat Dolls sing their hit 
“Don’t Cha,” the whole song 
is about the Dolls tempt- 
ing guys with their sexual- 
ity. The music is written as 
a slow and sensual piece so 


that people can bump and 
grind to it. I don’t think this 
song can easily be danced to 
without there being a sexual 
element. 

These sex-crazed songs 
are not limited to particu- 
lar genres or time periods, 
Country, rock, dance, and 
folk rock are all guilty of this 
over-emphasis. Therefore, 
when I look for songs to 
play, | am more partial to 
songs that focus on aspects 
of life other than love and 
sex. There are those at the 
dance who are experiencing 
the joys and trials of roman- 
tic life, so | make sure some 
songs are played to which 
they can relate. I guess the 
key is balance. 

Here’s what you can ex- 
pect to hear and dance to 
when I DJ: 


1) You might hear music 
that has some profanity in it 
if | think the overall message 
is truthful, artful, and benefi- 
cial for the audience to hear. 
Kanye West is the perfect ex- 
ample with his songs “Jesus 
Walks” and “Diamonds of 
Sierra Leone.” Though these 
songs are littered with pro- 
fanity, Kanye West makes 
some intelligent observa- 
tions about life and society 
which we could do well to 
hear. | am not minimizing 
swearing nor condoning it, 
but I believe that judging a 
song by the amount of swear 
words is a shallow form of 
discernment. 


2) You will hear music 
from all genres because each 
genre has amazing songs that 
are very danceable. I love 
mixing in swing, big band, 

oldies, retro, disco, house, 
hip hop, rock, rap, punk and 
the occasional polka tune. 


3) You will hear the very 
best in Christian music. 
The Christian music scene, 
though often seen as inferior 
to the popular music scene, 
is developing amazing art- 


ists and boasting truthful 
lyrics. | want to give some 
of these artists the exposure 
and credit for their amazing 
work. 


4) You will hear songs that 
you have never heard before. 
These are songs that I think 
are solid both musically and 
lyrically. Anew song must be 
very catchy musically so that 
it can keep you on the dance 
floor. 


5) Finally, you’ll probably 
hear songs that you don’t 
like. I hope you can survive 
this assault on your ears be- 
cause the next song could be 
your favourite. 


In closing, I want to em- 
phasize that I am still learn- 
ing and struggling with 
the discernment of music. 
Unfortunately, because of 
the lure of having a packed 
dance floor I do sometimes 
play tunes that will encour- 
age temptation and sin. 

| hope that you are able to 
see these areas of temptation 
and resist them by dancing 
and having fun in a God-glo- 
rifying way. I feel the blame 
cannot be placed completely 
on either the DJ or the indi- 
vidual. I must take responsi- 
bility for my part in choosing 
any questionable music, so 
please do not hesitate to ap- 
proach me after an event 
and discuss with me what 
you felt was an inappropri- 
ate song. 
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Expanding Your Cinematic Horizons: The Passion of Joan of Arc 


This silent film 
is a hidden 
treasure 


PIETER HARSEVOORT 
Junior Staff Writer 


In the relatively brief his- 
tory of cinema, there are al- 
ready a number of treasures 
presumed lost forever. Carl 
Theodor Dreyer’s 1928 mas- 
terpiece The Passion of Joan of 
Arc was almost one of them. 
After the original negative of 
the film and its replacement 
were both destroyed by fire, 
this film existed only in a 
few differing versions whose 
murkiness and poor image 
quality made them all but 
unwatchable, 

Such was the lamentable 
situation until 1981 when a 
complete original print was 
discovered in the closet of 
a Norwegian mental hos- 
pital of all places! With this 
remarkable discovery, it has 
been possible for a new au- 
dience to appreciate this 
classic film which, although 
filmed almost 80 years ago, 
still stands as one of the 
most profound and engaging 
works of cinema. 


This film, as you might 
guess from its title, is about 
Joan of Arc, the French hero- 
ine who, in the fifteenth cen- 
tury, heard God’s voice and 
led a surprisingly successful 
campaign against the British 
occupiers of French lands. 
Joan was eventually cap- 
tured, tried for heresy, and 
burned at the stake when she 
was 19 years old. Centuries 
after her death, she became 
the first person to be canon- 
ized after being burnt as a 
heretic, 

Dreyer’s film is no grand 
historical epic of Joan’s con- 
quests, chronicling only her 
trial and martyrdom. In re- 
searching the screenplay, 
Dreyer read detailed tran- 
scripts of Joan’s trial, The vast 
majority of what is said in the 
film, by way of intertitles and 
dialogue cards, is taken ver- 
batim from these transcripts. 
It was a primary concern of 
Dreyer that his film be histor- 
ically accurate, 

Being made in _ the 
1920s, this is a silent film. 
Thankfully, this specific si- 
lent film is very accessible 
to viewers unfamiliar with 
the genre. However, the lan- 
guage of silent film is differ- 
ent in a few ways from that of 
contemporary movies. In the 


first place, because dialogue 
cannot be used to define a 
character or performance, 
the acting must be broader 
and more exaggerated than 
in talkies. Through intense 
facial expression and overt 
body language, emotions 
and thoughts are commu- 
nicated without words. Thc 
Passion of Joan of Arc is typical 
of silent films in this respect, 
but notable for the quality of 
the performances given. 

The actress who plays 
the title character, Renee 
Falconetti, is especially bril- 
liant in giving what may be 
the greatest performance in 
the history of cinema, Ebert 
comments that “in a medium 
without words, where the 
filmmakers believed that the 
camera captured the essence 
of characters through their 
faces, to see Falconetti in 


Dreyer’s The Passion of Joan of 


Arc (1928) is to look into eyes 
that will never leave you.” 
Dreyer himself comments 
that “in Falconetti, who plays 
Joan, I found what I might, 
with very bold expression, 
allow myself to call ‘the mar- 
tyr’s reincarnation.” 
Another obvious charac- 
teristic of silent film is its re- 
liance on powerful visuals, 
Here too, Dreyer’s film is typ- 


ical, presenting a number of 
stunning images and beau- 
tifully constructed scenes 
more reminiscent of paint- 
ings than cinema. 

Silent films originally 
were screened with music 
accompanying the visuals. 
The Passion of Joan of Are, in 
most or all versions now in 
circulation, can be watched 
with an accompanying orato- 
rio written just over 10 years 
ago by noted contemporary 
co: tr Richard Einhorn. 
The music, titled “Voices of 
Light,” is made up of quo- 
tations from female medi- 
eval mystics, and its beauty 
is perfectly suited to the film. 

In many ways, Dreyer’s 
film is a typical silent movie. 
And yet, in many more ways 
it was, and surprisingly still 
is, arevolutionary bit of film- 
making. To make this movie, 
Dreyer ordered that an entire 
castle, small but complete, be 
made. Yet this is no ordinary 
building. As inspiration, the 
set designer used illuminat- 
ed manuscripts from the fif- 
teenth century, with all of 
their unique and inconsistent 
scaling and geometry. Thus, 
the get resembles surreal art, 
some sort of medieval Dali 
with doors and windows out 
of plumb and with no visible 


right angles. 

Not that we see much of 
the set. The most profound 
innovation of Dreyer is that 
he shot most of Joan of Arc 
in close-up. In an interview, 
Dreyer once commented that 
“nothing in the world can be 
compared to the human face. 
It is a land one can never 
tire of exploring. There is no 
greater experience in a stu- 
dio than to witness the ex- 
pression of a sensitive face 
under the mysterious power 
of inspiration. To see it ani- 
mated from inside and turn- 
ing into poetry.” In this film 
he explores the human face 
in great detail, aided by new 
panchromatic film that al- 
lowed him to shoot without 
the use of any makeup, 

Finally, Dreyer’s direction 
is remarkable for a few fancy 
flourishes. Shots are brief, 
meaning there are many cuts 
to new camera angles and 
perspectives. Unusual and 
striking angles from above 
and below the actors, a great 
deal of camera movement, 
and interesting blocking give 
The Passion of Joan of Arc a 
unique and captivating vi- 
sual style. 

And yet, all of this is not 
style for style’s sake. The 
close-ups, the quick editing, 


the camera angles, and the 
set all add up to make this 
the most subjective movie 
ever made. What I mean 
is that the viewer comes to 
share Joan’s experience. As 
you watch, you are disorient- 
ed by the bizarre set. Angry 
faces shout at you from the 
screen, hurling accusations 
from every angle. You are 
unable to place their posi- 
tion relative to Joan's. Your 
disorientation grows, All 
the while Joan’s face is be- 
fore you, more and more you 
come to identify with her in 
her suffering and = martyr- 
dom. 

It is for this reason that at 
this time of Lent, in which 
we as Christians focus on 
Christ's approaching sacri- 
fice, no film is more appro- 
priate than The Passion of Joan 
of Arc. It is a Lenten feast for 
the soul. 

Catholic critic Stephen 
Greydanus put it best: “The 
experience of watching this 
film brings me closer to Good 
Friday than any filmed depic- 
tion of the actual trials and 


sufferings of Christ to date. 
I know of movies more theo- 
logically profound or more 


pious, but none more evoca- 
tive of what it means to share 
the sufferings of Christ.” 
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ou could say that my actions are 
eee paradoxical: | some- 
times consciously permit the waters 
of our so-called postmodern culture 
to wrap around me like my favou- 
rite blanket, yet | regularly induce 
vomiting to rid myself of the cul- 
tural toxins that inhabit these famil- 
iar waters. 

You could also say that the two 
dispositions constitute a joyous yet 
painful addiction that I believe God 
applauds. I would first like to share 
with you why I’m content to be a bu- 
limic of the impurities of postmod- 
ernism. Then I would like to validate 
my embracing the highly underval- 
ued activity of truly soaking in the 
waters of postmodernity while en- 
gaging in the former seemingly sor- 
did pastime. 

Many will be unsurprised to 
learn that | am a “cultural bulim- 
ic”; it isn’t a secret that this activity 
is commonplace among Redeemer 
students. Indeed, students by and 
large seem to be chanting a subtle 
yet discernable mantra. If you lis- 
ten closely enough, you will hear it: 
Postmodernism is bad. 

Learned Redeemerites know what 
this is all about. Sure, we all swal- 
low big gulps of our cultural waters 
every now and then, but we ought to 
stick our fingers down our throats to 
ensure that we throw it right back 
up—as often as possible. 

The cause of this seemingly dis- 
gusting habit is clear. The underly- 
ing presumption seems to be that 
good Reformed Christians ought 
to pronounce, with blatant disdain, 
two naughty words that are thought 
to capture the very essence of the 
postmodern era: secularism and rel- 
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Embracing Culture With Your Finger Down Your Throat 


ativism. 

The reasoning behind this dis- 
dain and Redeemerites’ tendency 
to display revulsion towards any- 
thing presumably postmodern is 
quite straightforward: Secularism is 
the notion that we can vacuum the 
public arena in such a way as to ren- 
der it completely free of all religious 
or spiritual inclinations. Good Neo- 
Calvinists consider this impossible 
because every square inch of cre- 
ation belongs to God and because 
humankind is inherently spiritual. 

And the central claim of relativism 
is that one cannot ascertain absolute 
truth, so no one ought to presume 
that any absolute assertions can be 
made with any amount of certainty. 
Good Neo-Calvinists argue that this 
is ridiculously illogical because rela- 
tivism itself vies for top spot as the 
absolute truth. 

Given this reasoning behind 
students’ abhorrence of postmod- 
ernism, I find it easy to justify fre- 
quently sticking my finger down my 
throat to rid myself of my culture’s 
toxins, 

I needn’t look far to reassure my- 
self that I'm on the right track. Take, 
for example, the recent printings of 
the racy Danish cartoons that de- 
pict Mohammed, a revered Islamic 
prophet, as a terrorist. The clearly 
offensive cartoons instigated violent 
protest from many quarters of the 
Islamic world. 

The initial Western reaction to 
Islamic outrage struck me as more 
peculiar than did the violent Islamic 
outbursts: The printing—and sub- 
sequent reprinting —of the cartoons 
was presumably excusable based 
upon the longstanding Western pre- 
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cept of the freedom of the press. 

I began to gag when | heard this 
response. In the Western world, of 
course, persons are quick to uphold 
freedom and are slow to emphasize 
responsibility; we want more free- 
dom but shun the increased respon- 
sibility that comes with it. 

Throw in the Western ideas that 
no one can know anything for sure 
about ultimate reality and that religi- 
osity is simply a private matter, and 
then suddenly non-Western Muslims 
who are willing to stand up for their 
religious convictions are branded ar- 
rogant fundamentalists who want to 
undermine Westerners’ freedom to 
utter “harmless” blasphemies! 

In the recent past, Westerners have 
come across cartoons that Christians 
in the first century would probably 
have found profoundly insulting, 
and they have simply shrugged their 
shoulders and moved on with the 
rest of their day. Westerners are apt 
to think that racy cartoons of any va- 
riety are nothing more than products 
of persons’ opinions, which are pre- 
sumably all relative. So at the end of 
the day, no one gets hurt and every- 
one sleeps well. 

My finger is poised before my 
mouth in order to ensure that I do 
not drown in the popular lies of rela- 
tivism and secularism, which threat- 


en to placate my passion for Christ 
by making my religious convictions 
seem both arrogant and irrelevant— 
a reality laced with irony that contin- 
ues to boggle my mind, 

But I’m not a big fan of speak- 
ing into the porcelain phone. 
Fortunately, | don’t have to do so 
too often because, as a Christian, I 
have been called to be separate from 
the world yet a part of it. And, as | 
was reminded a couple weeks ago 
when I met with an Orthodox rabbi 
to learn more about Judaism, there is 
something redeemable about post- 
modernism, aside from the material 
benefits with which it is commonly 
associated. 

When I sat down with the rabbi, 
the word “idolatry” was on the tip 
of my tongue, like a bullet in a gun 
waiting to be triggered at the slight- 
est touch. The man was, after all, 
an adherent of Judaism. I struggled 
with all my might to prevent the 
“ism” part, which connotes idola- 
try, from completely overshadowing, 
the “Juda.” I feared that my inability 
to do so would completely under- 
mine my ability to empathize with 
the man, 

In the end, | managed to douse 
myself in the waters of postmoder- 
nity long enough to remind myself 
that secularism and relativism have 
also opened avenues for amicable 
interfaith dialogue that, in the past, 
have been either nonexistent or se- 
verely strained. 

The benefit of my withholding 
outright condemnation of the rabbi’s 
beliefs was the surfacing of some un- 
comfortable questions. Why, for ex- 
ample, do I believe that Jesus Christ 
is the Messiah, given that Jews claim 


that He was just a prophet who did 
not fulfill “Old Testament” proph- 
ecy? 

My feeling incompetent when 
standing face-to-face with this piv- 
otal question awakened a part of me 
to my laxity and ignorance, which 
can only be called irresponsible and 
downright inexcusable. Not only 
should I be ready to give a solid ac- 
count of why I believe what I do, 
but also my living in a multicultural 
state in a so-called global village, in 
which my neighbours are oftentimes 
Muslims, Jews, Hindus, Buddhists, 
and Atheists, opens the door to innu- 
merable opportunities to fortify my 
own convictions by engaging —and 
thus witnessing to—persons from 
other faith perspectives. 

Secularism and relativism ought 
to be condemned yet harnessed; they 
indeed threaten to placate our faith, 
but they also afford opportunities 
for confessional fortification. 

Redeemerities’ mantra, it seems, 
is not so much a chant as it is a cry 
for help. The mantra is a symptom 
of our inadequate and irresponsi- 
ble response to a revamped glob- 
al landscape in which the need for 
Christians to relate emphatically to 
neighbours held captive by decep- 
tive philosophies, while remaining 
steadfast in Christ, has been height- 
ened, 

In short, I think we must real- 
ize that an excessive preoccupation 
with cultural bulimia will make us 
ineffective and ultimately irrele- 
vant witnesses and that, in the end, 
our careful harnessing of postmod- 
ern avenues of communication will 
strengthen our resolve to stay true to 
our faith. Do I hear an Amen? 


_ we 
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_ Letter to the Editor: 
-.A Disconnected Body 


Students, faculty, and administration 
need to get on the same page ~ 


Over the past year, Redeemer 
University College has been looking 
for ways to address the problem of 
retention and recruitment. Some stu- 
dents are concerned that their voice 
is not being heard in this process. 

Student expectations, based on 
what is being taken away from an 
academic institution, are not being 
met. At the heart of this is a concern 
over core requirements and a grow- 
ing sense of the lack of account- 
ability in social activity on campus. 
Some students have indicated that 
the requirement to fulfill core needs 
in their degree programs dampens 
the student’s enthusiasm and drives 
them away. 

While students are often attract- 
ed to the community that Redeemer 
portrays, the reality of what they 
find creates disappointment. There 
is a definite lack of unity among stu- 
dents, faculty, and administration. 
Having said this, Redeemer students 
enjoy a great relationship with their 
peers and faculty. 

When students put forth new 
ideas about school life, they are 
often squashed— sometimes with no 
explanation. In fact, they are often 
told, “If you don’t like it, you can 
leave.” This makes students think 
that the school is not there for them 
but for itself. a 

Another concern for Redeemer is 
how to recruit more students. The 
problem seems to centre on who the 
school is targeting —is it the student 
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or the parent? Students have a lot to 
add to this school and feel that their 
opinion needs to be heard on all is- 
sues—including recruitment. We 
were, after all, recruits ourselves 
once and know something about 
how to cater to the needs of prospec- 
tive students. 

Over the last few months, in 
many students’ classes, as well as in 
the cafeteria and dorms, an ongoing 
discussion on the issues Redeemer 
is facing has been taking place. 
Administration has responded with 
focus groups that are designed to 
help identify the source of concern 
for dwindling retention numbers. 
Interested students await the results 
of this study. 

Being at Ontario's premier 
Christian university should say 
something about our faith in Christ 
and the community at Redeemer. 
Within the community are the ad- 
ministration, faculty, supporters, 
and students. In his letter to the 
Corinthians, Paul wrote that “the 
body is a unit, though it is made 
up of many parts; and though all its 
parts are many, they form one body. 
So it is with Christ” (I Corinthians 
12:12), We are the body of Christ— 
do we as a community behave as 
one body? 

As discussions have circulated 
among students and others, some 
recommendations and ideas have 
been brought forward on what the 
school could do to address the prob- 


lems. Here are some of the ideas we 
have heard from fellow students: 

¢ The school needs to be more 
flexible about the core requirements 
that are mandatory and the timing 
dictating when students are to com- 
plete them. 

* Students need to be taken seri- 
ously, assuming that they are at uni- 
versity as mature adults ready to 
start making some decisions about 
where life is going to take them. 

¢ The school must redefine who 
the target market is, whether that is 
high school students or the parents. 
The materials that are circulated 
must address this market. 

¢ Why can’t faculty members be 
active participants in the recruit- 
ment process? 

* Students, faculty, and adminis- 
tration need to come together in an 
open forum to discuss all the issues 
that Redeemer faces before this aca- 
demic year comes to a close. 

Students, faculty, and adminis- 
tration need to come together as a 
community to assist in continuing 
the growth of Redeemer. While it 
seems we are divided, we all share 
one common goal: the success of 
Redeemer. It is our prayer that this 
community will once again become 
a body of believers united for the 


same purpose. 


Joshua Czerniga 
Miranda de Rooy 
Maureen Onyango 


Western and Islamic 
cultures clash 


JIM FLUIT 
Junior Staff Writer 


For years, we've been watch- 
ing the drama unfold in newspaper 
headlines, the evening news, and 
radio talk shows. First there was 9/ 
11, then the hunt for Osama. A US- 
led coalition invades Afghanistan, 
then Iraq. Then more terrorist bomb- 
ings—one in Spain and then last July 
in London’s subway. In the Middle 
East, the Western-backed Israelis 
continue to meet violent resistance 
from Muslims in the form of sui- 
cide bombings, while the grow- 
ing Islamic minority in cities across 
Europe is quickly learning how to 
develop social and political clout. 
What's happening? 

It seems that violent confronta- 
tions are touched off every time 
the Western world and the Islamic 
world come into contact. The nu- 
merous flashpoints are clearly not 
isolated incidents but actually re- 
veal a full-scale clash of civilizations. 
Western civilization has arguably 
passed its prime, and the restless 
Islamic world is eager to reclaim a 
position of power. In our global ring 
of increasing economic and political 
interdependence, there isn’t enough 
room for both ambitious heavy- 
weights. 

It looks like these two combatants 
are steering the world into a very 
dangerous direction. The impend- 
ing conflict is all the more ominous 
because both sides remain destruc- 
tively idealistic about the superior- 
ity of their respective cause. Both 
sides have been going on two as- 
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The War of the Worldviews 


sumptions. The first is that co- 
existence is impossible, and the 
second is that their own victory is 
a given. Obviously, this “capture- 
their-capital-and-be-back-home-by- 
Christmas” kind of syndrome only 
leaves room for one victor. 

Keeping an eye on world events, 
we can see how each side repeatedly 
attempts to force the other to submit 
to its own set of cultural values yet 
reacts with shock when these efforts 
are resisted. | want to draw your at- 
tention to two recent controversies 
that have already been felt across 
the globe. 

I'm sure all of you have heard 
about the fiasco over the cartoons 
depicting the prophet Muhammad. 
A Danish newspaper chose to print 
cartoons that poked “fun” at the 
violent extremities of the Muslim 
faith, including one that showed 
the prophet of Islam wearing a tur- 
ban shaped like a bomb. Since then, 
these cartoons have been reprinted 
across Europe and North America in 
the support of “freedom of speech.” 

Muslims in Europe and across the 
globe were and are enormously of- 
fended. We can’t blame them, either. 
Not only do these cartoons basical- 
ly equate the Muslim faith with ter- 
rorist activities, but they have also 
given a visible representation of the 
Prophet, a capital offense under shar- 
ia law. A reaction of some sort was 
certainly anticipated, but the scale of 
the backlash was huge. Angry pro- 
tests were formed in streets across 
the Muslim world, embassies were 
torched, and there is even a wide- 
spread embargo on Danish goods. 

Many of us can’t understand why 
European Muslims would make 
such a big deal about the whole 
thing. Jesus has been portrayed in 
the media in ways that Christians 


have found to be extremely offen- 
sive, but we basically put up with 
it. We grumble about it amongst 
each other, write letters to the nec- 
essary editors, and maybe even can- 
cel a subscription. But rioting in the 
streets and burning effigies? Despite 
being offended, we end up realizing 
that others have the democratic right 
to let their yoice be heard and even 
to deliberately offend us. 


Did we really think 
that we could 
force an Arabic, 
Islamic culture 
into a democratic 
framework and 
legitimately produce 
a pro-Western 
government? 


So we wonder, what's the big 
problem for all these Muslims? They 
act as if free speech and offensive 
speech are mutually exclusive. It’s 
a nice thought, but it doesn’t work 
that way. Do these Muslims, who are 
living in Western democracies, real- 
ly expect to be granted some sort of 
immunity from being at the receiv- 
ing end of the free press? Do they re- 
ally think that we are going to bend 
over that far to accommodate them? 
They can’t live in a democratic so- 
ciety, pretending to promote free 
speech but rejecting the results of 
free speech, 


The other example that I want 
to bring up is one that might have 
slipped under your radar, but in my 
opinion it is equally significant. On 
January 25, the Palestinians went to 
the polls to elect a new legislature 
for their ruling body. International 
observers were praising the effi- 
ciency and the fairness with which 
the Palestinian vote was collected. 
An observer from Canada described 
it as “extremely well run” and was 
confident that “it reflects the demo- 
cratic will of Palestinians.” Great, we 
say. The massive inflows of interna- 
tional aid and the tireless work of 
Western non-governmental organi- 
zations (NGOs) have finally paid off. 
We've created a model of democra- 
cy, a shining example to the rest of 
the Middle East. 

Ironically, Palestinian voters elect- 
ed a militant Islamic party to power 
with a landslide majority. The Hamas 
organization they elected has gained 
notoriety for staging repetitive sui- 
cide bombings against Israeli cit- 
izens. The charter of this party 
specifically calls on Islam to “oblit- 
erate” Israel, and it is set to form a 
new Palestinian Authority in a mat- 
ter of weeks, 

International leaders were 
shocked by the results and react- 
ed strongly against the prospects 
of working with what they see as 
a terrorist organization. American 
President George Bush has al- 
ready said that Unites States “will 
not deal with a Palestinian politi- 
cal party that articulates violence.” 
Stephen Harper agrees. British 
Foreign Secretary Jack Straw echoed 
Bush’s view when he told reporters, 
“Those who participate in demo- 
cratic elections have to understand 
that democracy and violence are in- 
compatible.” That kind of rhetoric 
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comes off the tongue easily, but we 
shouldn't suppose that this problem 
would have been fixed if the Israelis 
had stepped in and crossed Hamas 
off the ballots 

What were we expecting, anyway? 
Did we really think that we could 
force an Arabic, Islamic culture into 
a democratic framework and legiti- 
mately produce a pro-Western gov- 
ernment? We can be disappointed if 
the Palestinian elections didn’t turn 
out the way we were hoping, but in 
the end we have to recognize that 
we don’t have the right to reject the 
democratic process in Palestine just 
because we aren’t comfortable with 
the result. As the Secretary General 
of the Arab League pointed out, 
“The U.S. can’t promote democracy 
but then reject the results of this de- 
mocracy.” Point taken. 

Let’s be realistic. Even if they 
have democratic governments, the 
religious and cultural base of the 
Muslim world does not support the 
set of values that created democrat- 
ic government in the first place. We 
can force upon them a democratic 
framework, but we cannot coerce 
these people to adopt the ideologi- 
cal roots underneath democracy that 
typify our Western world. 

I'd like to end this on a more posi- 
tive note, but there’s no doubt in my 
mind that we’ll be hearing more of 
this kind of thing in the news. There 
will be new points of conflict, more 
riots and murders in European cit- 
ies, more suicide bombings in the 
West Bank, and more terrorist plots. 
I don’t know how the solution will 
take shape, but I know that we need 
to take a more realistic, self-reflec- 
tive approach to this clash of civili- 
zations. It will be a huge challenge, 
and we need to engage it with open 
eyes. 


Miller’s Blue Like Jazz Examines Christian Spirituality 


Author calls for 
love and authentic 
faith among 
believers 


JOEL HAAS 
Special to The Crown 


Since its debut in 2003, 
nearly 200, 000 Christians and 
non-Christians have picked 
up Donald Miller’s Blue Like 
Jazz. \ read this book last 
summer, and it shaped my 
life and, thus, my ministry in 
many practical ways. 

I want to humbly attempt 
to answer a couple of ques- 
tions in this article: What 
are the major themes in this 
book? Is the impact of the 
book beneficial? 

At a practical level, this 
“narrative theology” is a very 
smooth, quick, and engaging 
read. Although Miller raises 
some challenging issues, he 
does this in relation to the 
story of his own life experi- 
and As 
Walter Henegar states, “He's 
an earnest Christian who 
stumbles through his faith 
and describes it well.” 

While there are a few things 
in the book that strike me the 
wrong way, | still believe 
we have a lot to learn from 
Miller’s book on Christian 
spirituality. As I] understand 
themes that Miller 


ences weaknesses. 


it, some 


wishes to stress are the expe- 
rience and mystery of God, 
an authentic faith, and a life 
shaped by God's uncondition- 
al love. 


The Experience and Mystery 
of God 

As indicated in the title, 
Miller compares Christian 
spirituality to jazz music: 
“The first generation out of 
slavery invented jazz music. 
It is a music birthed out of 
freedom. And that is the clos- 
est thing I know to Christian 
spirituality...Everybody sings 
their song the way they feel 
it, everybody closes their 
eyes and lifts up their hands,” 
writes Miller. 

He emphasizes that 
Christianity is not rational or 
scientific. It is not an equation 
to be solved, but it is some- 
thing beautiful and true that 
you feel; it is a mystery that 
can’t be explained. 

This idea ties in with his 
theme of the mystery of God. 
Miller writes that if we re- 
duce Christian spirituality 
to a formula, we deprive our 
hearts of the wonder of serv- 
ing a God who is far beyond 
the reach of our understand- 
ing. He concludes by claiming 
that wonder is the best form 
of worship to God, 

While I can’t identify with 
his fundamentalist back- 
ground, against which much 
of this book is a reaction, I 
believe he speaks truth here. 
Too often people like myself 


try to understand every as- 
pect of God and become sat- 
isfied once knowledge has been 
attained. Knowledge, howev- 
er, is not Christian spiritual- 
ity. God’s incredible we 
grace are unfathomableto my 
comprehension and won't fit 
into any boxes I create. That 
being said, I still believe that 
theology is an extremely im- 
portant anchor for Christians, 
as any reading of Paul's letters 
to Timothy will tell you (see 
also Titus 1:9). 


Authentic Faith 

Miller has a very strong 
distaste for heartless reli- 
gion. He has experienced le- 
galistic churches that judge 
people based on their merit 
and don’t seem to have any 
joy in or love for God as they 
“go through the motions.” He 
believes that the Devil's great- 
est work is to have us waste 
time with religion: “If he (the 
Devil] can sink a man’s mind 
into habit, he will prevent his 
heart from engaging God,” 
writes Miller. 

The Bible speaks a lot about 
God's reaction to empty ritual. 
He made it quite clear to the 
Israelites how He felt about 
their external displays, espe- 
cially through the prophets 
(see Isaiah 29:13). The heart 
of our spirituality is “in our 
chest,” and when this truth 
is ignored, Christian spiri- 
tuality dies. However, God’s 
abhorrence of heartless reli- 
gion doesn’t mean that reli- 


gion itself is bad’or inherently 
heartless, for it was God who 
instituted the religious prac- 
tices of the Old Testament. 

Miller also believes that au- 
thenticity can be threatened 
by a constant desire for rel- 
evance. In an interview with 
The Wittenburg Door, Miller 
says: “I think the Gospel is the 
message that Jesus wants us to 
present, and we don’t need to 
be God’s marketing machine. . 
.I think the church has bought 
into this idea that if we make 
Jesus look cool, we win. But 
what these fellows are trying 
to do is make themselves look 
cool, not Jesus. They’re look- 
ing at a culture that rejects the 
idea of Jesus. They say, ‘But 
I want to be a Christian, and 
I also want to be cool, so I'll 
try to make Jesus cool.’ That's 
about you, not Jesus. We cer- 
tainly need to repent of that.” 

While I understand fully 
that the gospel needs to be 
embodied in the cultures that 
it reaches, including our own, 
I disagree with attempts to 
make Jesus look “cool” and 
“trendy.” Many accuse Miller 
of this very thing, but this 
seems to be far from his goals. 
He is attempting to show how 
the ancient truths of the gos- 
pel are alive and relevant for 
people like us today. 


God’s Love 

Living a life of love seems 
to be Miller's biggest chal- 
lenge for the Church, He be- 
lieves that the Church has 


\ 


BL 


L 


JA 


embodied a very condition- 
al, selfish, and unChrist-like 
love. This stems from a pride 
that often prevents us from 
accepting God's gift of love to 
us: “I love to give charity, but 
I don’t want to be charity. This 
is why I have so much trouble 
with grace,” confesses Miller. 
Accepting the wondrous 
love of God is the foundation 
for embodying a Christ-like 
love to others. In life, we ul- 
timately do what we love to 
do, Trying to love the right 
things without God’s help is 
impossible, He acknowledges 
the need for the Holy Spirit to 
work the desire in our hearts. 
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I believe that this call to 
have a Christ-like love that 
grows out of acceptance for 
the grace of God is one that 
needs a wide hearing. 


Concluding Comments 

I believe that Miller’s book 
is an attempt to have us en- 
gage in seeing our weakness- 
es in the light of the gospel. 
While using himself and his 
friends as examples, Miller 
calls Christians to love, to ex- 
perience God in wonder, and 
to have an authentic faith. | 
hope that God uses Blue Like 
Jazz to point many others to 
Christ as He has done for me. 
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Mishaps, from 
lice breakouts to 
broken windshield 
wipers, occur on 
youth retreat 


MELISSA FEDSIN 
Special to The Crown 
During a past weekend, 
over 100 junior high students 
and leaders boarded two 
buses and five cars bound for 
the annual BIC Youth Retreat 
in Collingwood, Ontario. 

Our dinner stop was longer 
than expected, as there were 
only about eight people to 
serve all of us. Ultimately, we 
New Lite Church 


with 30 seconds to spare be 


arrived at 


fore the first session began. 
When the session ended, 
the kids boarded the buses 
again to head over to the cen- 
tre—except we were missing 
After 15 
of moderate panicking, we 


someone minutes 
managed to find the missing 
person. In the meantime, the 
bus had almost driven away 
without the leader who had 
gone to look for the missing 
one. What made this worse 
was that that leader was my 
boyfriend, and 
say, he wasn’t amused. 

We arrived at the centre to 


needless to 


Weekend of Grace Shows God’s Goodness 


in the basement on the floor, 
and the girls slept upstairs. 
One girl slept in a closet, al- 
though she told me she had 
slept there just to be in the 
same room as her friends. 
The following afternoon 
when we were off to see a pri- 
vate showing of Narnia, one 
of the 
that a girl in my small group 
had lice. | had to have every 


leaders informed us 


girl who had slept in the 
room with her checked at the 
local hospital. 

Twenty minutes into 
Narnia, the youth 
pulled all the leaders out into 
a meeting. Four students now 
had lice, and two leaders had 
to help treat them and wash 
everything they had worn. 
The girls at the centre were 
screaming that they 
“feel the eggs hatching! 
and, thus, we began our six 
hour “de-lousing, party.” We 


pastor 


could 


“u" 


spent the afternoon picking 
through the girls’ hair and 
doing load after load of laun- 
dry. One girl's head took one 
and a half hours to treat! 

After everyone was 
equately “de-loused,” we 
packed up and headed back 
to the church. By now a wick- 
ed blizzard had begun. We 
could see only a few feet in 
front of the car. We arrived 
back at the church, stayed for 
the session, and drove back to 
the centre around 11:30 p.m. 

The snow was so deep 
that the buses couldn't get 


ad- 


at the road and had to walk 
across a field, knee deep in 
snow, to get to the residence, 
The woman who owned the 
house was carrying, a large oil 
lamp when she opened the 
door. My heart dropped. She 
explained that the storm had 
taken out some power lines, 
There was still power in most 
of the house, but there was no 
running water, 

That's right, no bathrooms. 
Girls were told to “drip dry” 
or “pat agd toss,” and no 
flushing was allowed. Boys 
were instructed to pee off a 
designated area of the back 
porch, where they quickly 
took up the task of spelling 
their names. 

Yet in spite of the cireum 
stances, our youth pastor still 
had a movie night planned 
and a huge amount of pizza 
ordered. 

I was changing in my room 
when everything went pitch 
black. Seconds later, high 
pitched 
from nearly every female ad- 
olescent on the retreat. We 
managed to calm them down 


screaming, erupted 


once they realized the emer- 
gency lights were on. It was a 
disaster: there was no water, 
heat, or light, and the water 
pump alarm was now beep- 
ing annoyingly loud, and 
there was no way of turning 
it off. 

In the midst of all this, an 
outbreak of vomiting ensued. 
A couple kids started throw- 


When the pizza arrived, 
the pizza man couldn’t make 
it down the laneway, so a 
team of students accompa- 
nied the youth pastor and 
braved the snow in their at- 
tempt to retrieve the precious 
pizza. We then noticed that 
all of our cars were snowed 
in, Another group of students 
were sent out with the guy 
leaders to dig out the cars by 
hand (the tractor was stuck in 
reverse gear), and it was now 
2:30 in the morning. 

Meanwhile, the pizza had 
been consumed, and the kids 
were anxious. The youth pas- 
tor gave the kids two options: 
g0 to bed or worship. Almost 
all 100 of us worshipped until 
4 a.m., in spite of it all. 

The next morning, 
more kids were throwing up 
and several kids complained 
that they felt like they were 
about to throw up. With no 
electricity, we had to wait for 
daylight until we could pack 
everything up. 

We managed to pack up in 
time, and we weren’t too late 
for the Sunday morning, ser- 
vice. But halfway through the 
service, one of kids puked in 
the sanctuary. It was fun. 

The buses arrived to take 
us home, but the windshield 
wiper on one of the buses 
had broken off, and Laidlaw 
would not give the bus per- 
mission to move from the 
parking lot. It took almost two 
hours to locate the part we 


two 


was a specialized windshield 
wiper that required strange 
parts and tools in order to be 
fixed. In the meantime, the 
leaders tried to entertain the 
antsy kids with interpretive 
dance and by playing craps 
with giant dice. 
It finally 
though the nightmare was 
over, and the buses left for 
Oakville. However, as we 
turned onto route 24 on the 


appeared as 


way home, we discovered it 
had been closed by the OPP 
because of the 30 cm of snow 
we had received the night be- 
fore. We spent the next fifteen 
minutes trying to plan a new 
route on the side of the road. 
Our map blew away. 

The kids spent the rest of 
the trip guessing what our 
next mishap would be: most 
thought flat tires and stall- 
ing, were in the works, but 
others took it a step further, 
claiming that they were sure 
the bus would eventually tip 
Over, 

In the end the traffic 
good, and we arrived only 


was 


an hour late (we had to can 
cel our McDonald’s stop to 
save time). The uneasy par- 
ents were greeted with hun 
gry children bearing letters 
explaining our potential lice 
situation. Despite all the mis- 
haps, the students were smil- 
ing. They had a fantastic time. 
| asked a few kids what their 
favourite part of the week- 
end was, and all of them said, 
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rary remedy for disaster be- 
came the best part of the trip. 

As I look back on that 
weekend, I am a little sur- 
prised that I have no de- 
sire to change any part of it. 
Through all of the adversity, 
God brought about so much 
good. So many relationships 
were strengthened from fac- 
ing our struggles. The mem- 
bers of the de-lousing party 
have bonded into a loving 
unit. The leadership team 
came together like never be- 
fore. 

I think we spent more time 
in prayer during those three 
days than we have in months, 
and we now feel like we can 
handle just about anything. 
The students, in spite of all 
their disappointments, spent 
Saturday night praising and 
thanking God for His good- 
ness and faithfulness. 

A day after the whole or- 
deal ended, our youth pas- 
tor noted two things he had 
to be reminded of during 
our weekend: First, it was the 
quality of the people on the 
team that 
cess, not the quality of. the 


determined suc- 
program. Second, Christ does 
not see setbacks; He only sees 
opportunities to love and 
serve. I thought for a second 
of how amazing that second 
point was. 

Every now and then, we all 
need to be reminded that no 
matter how dire the circum- 


stances become, we serve a 


discover that there weren't 


tre. 


enough beds. The boys slept 


down the laneway to the cen- 
We were dropped off 


Tackling the Temptation of Gossip 


ing up into water-deprived 
sinks and trash cans. 


Tasty bits from the grapevine can destroy the reputation of others 


JORDAN DELLEMAN 
Special to The Crown 


Tall, blue eyed, and blonde—or 
you could have said Dutch. Greasy 
hair, torn jeans, and loose morals— 
-or you could have said trailer trash. 
Dark-haired, athletic, rude, and ego- 
tistical—or you could have said that 
guy from math class—you know 
the one, right over there beside the 
blonde-haired flirt. 

As we live in a very homogenous 
.school, I imagine that we all have 
~been stereotyped. Sometimes, it is 
“beneficial, such as when you do up 
the hair and dress up to look pro- 
fessional. Or you are smiley, laugh a 
lot, and tend to be always involved 
in some event, and people think you 
-are fun. Other times it is not benefi- 
-cial at all, and these bad reputations 
are often falsely earned and ridicu- 
lously hard to get rid of. 

I recall an instance when I| mis- 
judged someone, and fortunately it 
was I who paid the consequences. 
It happened to me when I was ten, 
just when I first moved to the city of 
Kingston. | was the new kid of the 
block, and I was told that this guy 
named Ryan was a jerk and a brag- 

Well, that settled it—he was 
going to be ignored and ridiculed! 
And that was exactly what I did, 
until | found out that he was one of 
the coolest kids in my class and the 
only person | actually knew. After 
swallowing my words and making 
some quick excuses, I soon made 
a very good friendship that lasted 
through the next two years I lived in 
Kingston. 

Personally, that was not my fa- 
vourite experience. | remember very 
clearly, standing on the playground, 
practically begging to be allowed 
in the game, while Ryan asked me 
why I even wanted to be in, seeing, 

-as how he was a “complete idiot.” 
Ummmmm, eek, ahhh, 
know... 


gart 


well, you 
-, Communication is a great gift 
“from God, but like everything good 
on this planet, from ice cream to ar- 
tchitecture, it has been twisted by sin. 
*Why do we insist on insisting that a 
certain person is horrible? Why do 
“we ward off everyone within hearing 
“range from a group of friends? 
» Why do we taint people's opinions 
with our biases? Some would say it 
_is from the good of our hearts, for it 
| is better to warn someone than to let 
them get hurt. At certain points in 
my life, | would have replaced “good 
of our hearts” with the word “malev- 
lence.” 
What is a reputation? As a good 


Canadian, | will use the Oxford 
Dictionary, and this is what I found: 
“noun. 1 the beliefs or opinions that 
are generally held about someone 
or something. 2 a widespread be- 
lief that someone or something has 
a particular characteristic: his reputa- 
tion as a brainless lad.” 

First, | would like to say that all 
generalizations are false. Second, | 
didn’t make up that example in the 
definition; it was actually there. 

“The widespread belief about 
someone:” Well, there was a wide- 
spread belief in certain countries that 
blacks were devil spawn and that 
Jews were parasites on society. Now, 
if | were to express that kind of belief, 
I believe I would go to jail. But say- 
ing Billy is a brainless egotistical guy 
who has cheated on every girl he has 
dated, now that is fine—it’s consid- 
ered to be a warning and a nice thing 
to do for your listener. 

But wait just a minute: “Brothers, 
if someone is caught in a sin, you 
who are spiritual should restore him 
gently” (Galatians 6:1a NIV). 

How do we as Christians, or even 
as decent people, go about this? 

First, confront the person about 
the problem. No one, of course, likes 
to do this. Pray first, then just walk 
up to them and convey your care. 
Is it easy to swallow? Not at all; it is 
much like swallowing a pill: some do 
it fine, whereas others take four tries 
and almost puke. But it needs to be 
done. 

Here is a second way we can 
g0 about fixing the problem: “You 
must not simply look the other way 
and hope it goes away on its own. 
Bring it out in the open and deal 
with it. Better devastation and 
embarrassment than damnation” (1 
Corinthians 5:3-4 The Message). 

Better embarrassment than dam- 
nation. Who likes embarrassment? | 
bet no one does, but put alongside 
damnation, | would prefer to blush 
until | die from having too much 
blood in my head. 

| have been meaning to write this 
article for quite a long time. On many 
occasions, | have been both the per- 
petrator and the victim of this prob- 
lem of negative labelling. Being more 
often the victim, | have had more 
reputations than would seem pos- 
sible for a guy my age. I have been 
labelled everything from the “big 
bad bully” to the “weak geeky ho- 
mosexual.” 

Am I mad about it? Not really. I be- 
lieve that this all has a purpose, and 
I am being carved, with a machete at 
times, into who God wants me to be. 
But I do not like it when other people 


have to experience these things. It re- 
ally bugs me—more so when I am 
the cause of it. 

I want to bring to the attention 
of everyone who reads this article 
that gossip hurts people, and it is 
just plain sinful and evil: “Gossip 
is spread by wicked people; they 
stir up trouble and break up friend- 
ships” (Proverbs 16:28 TEV). 

I ask all of you to talk out of love. 
Some good people have come up to 
me over the years who have support- 
ed me, questioned me, and also told 
me when I was wrong. And I thank 
them all for it. 1 am often wrong and 
have done stupid things that deserve 
the abuse and negative labels I have 
received, But imagine that every mis- 
take you made, instead of ruining 
your social life, brought your friends 
closer and let you develop more as a 
Christian in this beautiful communi- 
ty of Redeemer. That sounds ideal to 
me, in fact, | have cried in frustration 
many times that this ideal has never 
been fully realized. I have no shame 
in this—I just hope that this frustra- 
tion is removed. 

! was mulling over this article for 
a while, and I was also reading The 
Purpose Driven Life. As | was about to 
write this article, | came across a chapter 
on community, and it really helped me 
write on this topic. | think Warren is a 


far better writer than | am, and I sug- 


gest you read chapter 19 (this is where | 
got all my quotes and found a few ideas). 
[ also suggest you read the whole book 
because it is truly worth the read. If it 
wasn't for this book, this article would 
have been less about God and more about 
venting. And venting and gossip are 
often far too attached. 


year. 


needed and to find a mechan- 
ic to fix it since, of course, it 


$200 for the best student 
article relating to science 
or mathematics to appear 

in the Crown this academic 


NSERC (Science and Engineering Research 

Canada) is a federal agency that funds 
and promotes basic discovery and innovation research 
at universities and industries across 


“Saturday night 


MATT BREIMER 
Special to The Crown 


“What is God's will for my life?” 
I’m sure most of us have asked this 
question at one point or anoth- 
er. “What will I do when I’m done 
school? Is this the right school for 
me? Do | belong in school? Who will 
I marry? Will I ever get married?” As 
a business major and, God willing, 
future graduate with no idea of what 
I'm going to do with my degree, | 
struggle immensely with this issue. 

What I’ve been learning more and 
more, praise God, is that doing God's 
will is much more than choosing the 
right career or person to marry. Rick 
Warren's The Purpose Driven Life says 
something like this, “God isn’t con- 
cerned so much about what we do but 
about who we are.” Doing God’s will 
is less about doing the right thing at 
the right time and more about having 
a relationship with Him. 

This doesn’t mean that God doesn't 
care about what we do but that who 
we are determines what we do. What 
this entails and requires is that we be- 
come closer to God and know Him 
better. Doing God's will is about be- 
coming a more Christ-like person in 
character and attitude. It is about al- 
lowing the Holy Spirit to work in our 
lives and transform us into the peo- 
ple He wants us to be. 

| suppose that’s easy to say, but 
God wants to have a relationship 
with us. Romans 12:2 says, “Do not 
conform any longer to the pattern 
of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind. Then 
you will be able to test and approve 
what God’s will is—His good, pleas- 
ing, and perfect will.” A relationship 
with God comes by knowing Him 
better and conforming to His will 


Canada. 


worship. 
Something that was a tempo- 


What is God’s Will for My Life? 


“" 


God who can that bring good 
out of anything 


rather than to the world. 

When we sin, we hurt our relation- 
ship with God and distance ourselves 
from Him. When we repent and de- 
sire to do what is right, we become 
closer to God. 1 Thessalonians 4:3-4 
says, “It is God’s will that you should 
be sanctified...that each one of you 
should learn to control his own body 
in a way that is holy and honour- 
able.” 

What makes this so difficult is that 
we often don’t want to let go of our 
sinful nature. We can become proud 
of it and then it becomes an idol to 
us. The hardest but most rewarding 
thing to do is let go and trust that 
God knows what's best for us. A gen- 
uine relationship with God comes 
when we want what God wants. I 
think God makes it pretty clear that 
He wants us is to love Him with all 
our heart, soul, mind, and strength. 

The good news is that God doesn’t 
leave us stranded when it comes to 
making choices, but He promises that 
all that stuff will come later. First, we 
need to do His will: “But seek first 
His kingdom and His righteousness, 
and all these things will be given to 
you as well” (Matthew 6:33). We're 
here for God, not ourselves. 

There been many articles 
in The Crown about the actions of 
Christians, whether they be smok- 
ing, drinking, partying, or not going 
to church on a regular basis. I don’t 
think the purpose of these articles 
has been to be judgmental but, rath- 
er, to be an examination of our be- 
haviour and to challenge us. They 
present practical ways of living lives 
that are pleasing to God. It'd be great 
if we could see more of these articles 
so that we can continue to examine 
whether or not our behaviour reflects 
a true relationship with the Creator. 


have 
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DR. ROBB POWELL 
University Chaplain 


I used to joke that my wife 
and | had black (as opposed 
to green) thumbs, We would 
bring home plants that were 
thriving in the store and then 
watch them die. We 
were usually befuddled as 
to what was going wrong. 
Actually, there was no mys- 
tery. Somehow we were not 
providing what the plants 
actually needed in order to 
grow. Now that we are a bit 


slowly 


more savvy, due to trial and 
error, our plants tend to do 
somewhat better. 

This image of gardening can 
be particularly helpful in un- 
derstanding spiritual growth. 
In the third chapter of his first 
letter to the Corinthians, Paul 
describes himself as a partici- 
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When God Feels Far Away 


pant in the process of growth 
in the life of the Corinthian 
church. He specifically utiliz- 
es the metaphorical language 
of gardening. He plants, an- 
other waters and so on. While 
Paul was very conscious that 
he had a role in the spiritu- 
al growth of the Corinthian 
Church (the garden), it is God 
Himself who causes growth. 
Paul knew he was incapable 
of creating life or making any- 
thing grow, but he could work 
with God in facilitating it. 

A good friend of mine, a 
horticulturalist, knows some- 
thing about cultivating plants. 
He has the necessary knowl- 
edge and skill to ensure that 
plants have every opportunity 
to thrive. However, he doesn’t 
get to decide what the right 
environment might be for any 
particular plant. He needs to 


Cultivate your 


discover it. He takes his lead 
from what growth faetors the 
plant actually requires, and 
then he finds how it Might fit 
into a larger picture, He makes 
every effort to take God's lead 
by helping to provide the el- 
ements necessary for health 
and growth. 

We can work with God in 
the growth procesg—as “co- 
workers” —but it ig only by 
helping to provide the condi- 
tions (light, heat, moisture, nu- 
trients, cultivation) in which 
the plant can grow best, There 
are certain elements that are 
needed in order for the plant 
to be all that it can be, Tt is our 
job to ensure that they are all 
present in the right amounts; 
if any of them are missing, the 
plant “fails to thrive,” 

This is also true when we 
talk about our personal spiri- 


spiritual green thumb 


tual growth. There are times 
when people ask me about 
why they are not growing 
Spiritually, or why they ex- 
perience spiritual dryness or 
the lack of any sense of God’s 
presence or involvement in 
their lives. In other words, 
why are they failing to thrive? 
While I don’t want to be over- 
ly simplistic, I find it helpful 
to ask the individual some 
basic diagnostic questions, 
such as: 

* Are you maintaining a con- 
sistent time of prayer where 
you can be intimate with 
God? 

* Are you spending time in 
prayerful reading and study 
of His Word? 

* Do you create time and space 
in your day just for Him? 

* Are there areas of sin or 
compromise in your life that 


you are not dealing with? 

* Have you forgotten to be 
thankful? 

* Do you make the effort to 
express your gratitude to God 
for who you are and what you 
have? 

* What are you doing to deep- 
en your relationship with 
Christ? 

* Do you take the time to be 
still in His presence and to 
block out external noise so 
that you can be open and re- 
ceptive to His promptings? 

* Are you in a body of be- 
lievers that can utilize your 
spiritual gifts and hold you 
accountable? 

* Are you expressing Christ 
by serving people? 

* Do you make the effort to 
grow in worship beyond your 
Sunday experience? 

* Are you sharing Christ with 
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anyone? 

Just as Karen and I soon 
learned that our houseplants’ 
inability to thrive was no big 
mystery, more often than not, 
asking and answering these 
questions honestly will reveal 
that there are likely basic ele- 
ments (growth factors) miss- 
ing that can have something to 
do with our inability to thrive 
spiritually. 

How about you? It makes a 
lot of sense to work with God 
rather than against Him in the 
cultivation of your soul. All 
too often we neglect our spiri- 
tual life to our own detriment. 
Because we are integrated be- 
ings, spiritual growth or de- 
cline has an effect in every 
sphere of our life. Take the 
time and make the effort to 
work on it (see: [I Peter 1:3-8). 
It will be more than worth it. 


Beautiful Theatres Shine in Hamilton’s History 


Yet little effort has been made to maintain these stunning works of architecture 


DR. TIMOTHY EPP 
Assistant Professor of 
Sociology 


This is bugging me. I’ve 
got to find out who Walter 
Frith is. 

In my efforts to begin this 
series on local pop culture, 
I did a Google search for 
“movies Hamilton.” Firth’s 
name keeps popping up. He 
has _ his with 
this quote on the homepage: 
“Films our very lives; 
dreams and thoughts at 24 


own website 


are 


frames per second.” The site 
includes links to 575 of Firth’s 
full length and “capsulized” 
movie reviews posted on the 
Internet Movie Database. 

for mov- 
ies mirrors a history of cin- 


Firth’s love 


The Aluniwi 3! 


Joel Bootsma 


Screenpley 


ema in Hamilton, and his 
website tribute to the Tivoli 
reflects the sad story of ne- 
glect for our heritage build- 
ings. Hamilton has been the 
site for many important the- 
atres, most of which have 
now either been demolished 
or have been converted into 
other establishments. I'll tell 
you about two of these the- 
atres. 

The Capitol Theatre, de- 
signed by renowned theatre 
architect Thomas Lamb (he 


also designed Radio City 
Music Hall in New York 
City), opened New Year’s 


Eve, 1917, as Loew’s Theatre. 
Fifteen hundred people re- 
mained in line for tickets de- 
spite the fact that the show 
was sold out. The theatre was 


resil 


reser 


Jen McNaughton 


oy 
Vaughn Gowling 


directed by 


Jason Hofing 
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an architectural gem, One of 
its central features Was a well 
in the lobby, into Which pa- 
trons would throw éoins be- 
fore they entered the theatre. 
Capitol Theatre is described 
on the Hamilton Public 
Library website as follows: 
“The chairs were covered 
in heavy green Russian leath- 
er. The lobby floor Was made 
from marble, had brilliant 
lighting, large glass mirrors, 
and photographs of the mon- 
archy decorating the walls. 
The orchestra pit amd bal- 
conies were covered in gor- 
geous, deep roseoloured 
carpets. There was afich ve- 
lour canopy, lined with gold 
fringe and decorated with 
the Ontario Coat of Arms 
in the centre, which rested 


shiool Prodiuchor 


Sara Weber 
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A “City Of” film 


over the curtain. An engulf- 
ing dome of coloured stained 
glass served as a skylight.” 

While the theatre initially 
showed silent movies fea- 
turing actors such as Charlie 
Chaplin, in its later years 
the menu was changed to 
include educational films, 
news, comedies, cartoons, 
and musicals. Although its 
name was changed to the 
Capitol in 1922, this theatre 
was in operation until 1971. 
Briefly revived in 1972 as 
Starvin’ Marvin’s Burlesque 
Palace, the 2268-seat audi- 
torium was demolished in 
1972. A parking lot has re- 
placed the rear portion of the 
theatre, while the front por- 
tion has been transformed 
into stores. 


ACROSS 


|) Vessel held by mothers 
in service 


5) Wayward salesman turns 
to poetry 


9) Doctor tests brine for 
sharpness 


10) Worker loses piano part 


11) Alienate European lead- 
er? Extraordinary! 


12) Reg sat rewritten 
Oxford exam 


13) Sudden attack results 
in prisoners of war return- 
ing around the beginning of 
October 


15) Come in - one inside 
can amuse 


18) Anticipate enjoyment of 
free toast for a change 


Now reduced to rubble, 
the Tivoli Theatre was one of 
the first theatres in Canada 
to show “talkies.” Housed 
in what was originally a 
carriage house, the Tivoli 
opened as a theatre in 1924. 
The auditorium of the the- 
atre was built to house 752 
people. Boasting a beautiful 
vaulted ceiling, this theatre 
also suffered the fate of ne- 
glect by municipal authority 
and private owners. The the- 
atre closed as a movie house 
in 1990, and reopened as a 
venue for live stage shows 
in 1995. Although designat- 
ed a historic site under the 
Ontario Heritage Act, and 
in spite of the fact that the 
theatre made the Heritage 
Canada Foundation’s top 10 


Crossword 


19) Revolutionary model 
describes military student 


21) Nobleman receives 
coppers for plant 


23) Reappoint fool taken in 
by rule 


25) Stood up for girl 

26) Every bird comes to 
the first hoop in fairly brisk 
time 

27) A grave situation 


28) Hidden soldiers retreat- 
ed in fast time 


DOWN 
2) Raise new sign 


3) On-site rep forced to 
mediate 


4) Weapons mounted 
around North Beach 


list of most endangered her- 
itage properties in Canada, 
the wrecking ball recently 
found its mark, leaving only 
the auditorium. 

Today, the only appar- 
ent successor to the historic 
movie house tradition is the 
Movie Palace on Concession 
Street. It offers educational 
programs for local schools 
and features the Saturday 
morning cartoon club (where 
else can you see two hours 
of old Looney Tunes for 
$37). The theatre is a wel- 
come alternative venue and 
a reminder of the history of 
pop culture in Hamilton. 
Unfortunately, it cannot re- 
place the loss of our local 
architectural treasures, I’m 
sure Firth would agree. 


5) Abnormally friendly - 
ringing about bird at return 
game 


6) Troubled designer gave 
up 


7) Mountain home sounds 
strange 


8) Game bird 


14) Complete a few to get 
healthy 


16) Fleeting river engulfs — 
the centre of Grange and is 
rising 

17) Coach deportment 


20) Cattle food causes dis- 
ease at port 


22) Bit part 
24) Advance fare 


